REPORT 



OP THX 



SECOND ANNIVERSARY 



OF ruE 



OmO ANTI SLAVEEY SOCIETY, 



HELD IN MOUNT PLEASANT, JEFFERSON 
COUNTY, OHIO, 



On the twenty-seventh of April, 1837. 



CINCINNATI: 
FUBLISIIED BY THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

1837. 



MINUTES. 



Second Anniversary of the Ohio State Anti Slavery So- 
ciety, held April 27-28, 1B37, at Mount Pleasant. Jefferson 
county, the place where the celebrated phiiantiiropist, Ben- 
jamin LuNDY, commenced his labors in behalf of eman- 
cipation. 

Society met at 2 o'clock, P. M. in the Friends' Meeting 
House, and was called to order by A. A. Guthrie. 

J. G. Bimey was appointed Chairman pro tern., aud George 
Whipple, Goodcil Buckingham and A. A. Guthrie, Secreta- 
ries. 

Rev. John Keep addressed the meeting for a few moments, 
explanatory of the objects of tlie convention, and followed his 
remarks by prayer. 

On motion, the names of delegates were called for, where- 
upon the following gentlemen and ladies presented their names 
in accorda.nce with the call. 



_PORTA(tE COUNiy. 
tj. R. Hamlin e, 
Isaac I, Bigebw, 
T. E. Bottsford, 
Lyman W. ilall. 

Akron Soc. 

Joseph Cole. 

Weit. Reserve College. 
A. Pholps. 

Talnadge Female Soc. 
Lucy M. Wright. 

ASHTABULA COTINTy. 
Lucretius Bissell, 
Soiomon Jenks. 



Ladies^ County Soc. 
Mrs. L. Bissell, 
Lucinda Cowles. 

Morgan Toxonxhip Soc. 
David Wright. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
Luke DeWitt, 
John C. McCoy, 
Ephraim Gould. 

LOGAN COUNTY. 
Jifiami Soc. 

Samuel Miic-ieii. 

Zanesjield Swc. 

Emeline McConnel. 
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fMt of Delegates, 



GUERNSEY COUNTY. 
John Carey, 
James Wallace, 
E. F. Thompson. 
MERCER COUNTY. 
St. MaryU. 

John O. Wattles, 
AuguBcus Wattles. 

FAYETTi: COUNTY. 
Joseph M. Gillespie, 
Robert Dawson. 

GREEN COUNTY- 
John A. Purdy, 
Joe. Templeton. 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY. 
Cleveland Soc. 

John M. Sterling, 
L. L. Rice. 

Ohio City Soc. 
John Keep. 

Euclid Soc. 

M. S. Mclhath. 

ROSS COUNTY. 
Frankfort Snc. 

Samuel Stewart, 
Moses Latta. 

Chilicothe. 

Clarissa Wright. 

STARK COUNTY. 
Ab'm. Eaird, Jr. 
Jas. Austin, 
Jona- Wileman, 
Elizabeth Wileman, 
Rebecca Hicklin, 
Mary Lukenp, 
Mr. Brook. 

HARRISON COUNTY. 
Cyrus McNeely. 

Georffetoirn Soc. 

John Hammond, 
Jos. Cope, 
John Heberling, 
Wm. E. Lukens, 
J. S. Hegue, 



John Heberliiig, Jr. 
John Cope. 

Harrisville S»c. 
Robt. Dutton, 
Rachel Dutton, 
John Mercer, 
Samuel Lewis, 
David Dutton, 
Mary Henseli, 
Hanr ah Henseli, 
Mary Rhodes. 

Green Tp. Soc. 
Wm, Sloane, 
Alex. Work, 
Wm. Bovd, 

Jonathan L. McFetridgs, 
George Work, 
George Orr, 
Jane Orr. 

Leet Run Soc. 

Richard Himmond, 
James Lewis. 

Freepori Soc. 

Nathan Whealdon. 

JVctr Athens Soc^ 

Robt. J. Hammond, 
Thos. B. Walker, 
Titus Basficld, 
Jacob Coon, 
John Walker, 
Wm- Lee, 
Wm. Boggs, 

Alex. Hammond, 
Rcb't. Mentier, 
John Sheridan, 
Wm. T. Adams, 
John M. Scroggfi, 
Wm. P. Bradeli, 
Samuel A. Russell, 
John M. French, 
Johnson Hammond, 
Thomas Swayne, 
Joseph Grimes, 

Robt. PttitOii, 

Robt. R. Walker, 
John C. Tidball, 
John McCall, 
Robt. McMillen. 



List iff Delegates* 
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John Twin«m, 
John Brokaw, 
R. W. French, 
Isaac Crawford . 

Cadiz Soc. 

Thomas Lee, 
William Boyce, 
John Olmsted, 
R. Hanna, 
M. Willfion, 
Wm. Sharp, 
Y. Wallar, 
A. F. lianna, 
George Craig, 
J. R. Hunter, 
D. Taegart, 
Jas. May well, 
Alex. HondflrKOT>. 
James Thompson, 
James Poulson. 

Cadiz female Soc, 
Mary Hanna, 
Mary Ann Hanna, 
Hannah Henderson, 
Ruhamah Drummond, 
Sarah Euyce, 
EUzabeih Willson. 

COLUMBIANA COUNTY. 
John K. Snodgraas, 
Rachel Hanna, 
Caadace B. Kirk. 

Columbiana Tp. Soc. 

Joan Dixon.; 
Lot Kolnjos, 
Rebecca Dixon, 
Sarah Holmes. 

Ac to Garden Soc. 

Nathan Galbraith, 
David Galbraith, Jr. 
Edward Whinrey, 
Joseph Ingram, 
Ann Galbraith, 
Hannah Jackson, 
Hannah Bailf3y, 
Esther Ann Galbraith > 
Susan Ingram. 

SaUm Tp, Soc. 
J. D. Cattell, 



J. H. Oook, 
Daul. Baunsell, 
Elizabeth Kirk, 
Mary Gouldbourn. 

Middlcton Tp. Soc, 

Jacob Heacock, Jr. 

JSTitw Lisbon Soc. 
Jos. Gcrreiieon. 

GEAUGA CO»JNTY. 
Abncr Clark, Jr. 

CLERMONT COUNTY. 
Thos. Donaldson, 
Mark Strickland. 

WAYNE COUNTY. 
Waynesburgh Soc. 
J. S. Farr. 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY. 
A. A. Guthrie, 
Horace Nye, 41 
Cyrus Brown, 
Margaietta Gillespie, 
Lucy Alien, 
Eliza Tucker, 
Eliza She ward, 
Mary Sturgcs, 
Achs&h Coiburn,^ 

J^ewton Soc. 

William Wylie. 

J^ev; Concord. 
H. Forsyth, 
Oliver Wylie, 
John Jamieson, Jr. 

Rich. Hill. 

* Elijah Forsyth, 

James McNaughton^ 

Thomas Sinclair. 

HIGHLAND COUNTY. 
Greenjield Soc. 

Samnet Crothers. 

JVew Peteraburgh. 
Wm. H. Rogers, 
Alex. Scroggs, Jr. 



I* 
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List of Dekgaits* 



MEDINA COXINTY. 
Elijah C. Benton. 

J^e.viton Soc. 

O. D. Canfield. 

BELMONT COUNTY. 
Andrew F(»ter, 
Eli Nichols, 
Jos. Mead, 
Rebecca Gregg, 
Mary Coffer. 

Fluthiiig Soc. 
Jesse Bailey, 
Wm. Falmer, 
Thomas Vincent, 
A. Ray, 
J. Fawcett, 
David Piggot, 
j. T. Hirst, 
Joseph Palmer, 
L. B. Scolds, 
Lewis Wood, 
Charlotte Fisher, 

DELAWARE COUNTY. 
Peru I'p Soc. 

William Grisell, 
L. A. Houston. 

ADAMS COUNTY. 
West Union Soc. 
Dyer Burgess. 

LORAIN COUNTY. 
Elyria Soc. 

John Monteith. 

Oherhn Soc. 

G. Whipple, 

J. M. Blakesley, 
S. S. Brown, 

H. W. Fairfield, 
ti. Jj. Cochran, 
T. S, Ingersoll, 
Cortland Avery, 
William Jcyner, 
Lydia A. Keep, 
Harriet Wright. 

MONROE COUNTY. 
Robert Leeelie, 
Moses Allen, 



Charles Dungan, 
Thomas Grey. 

RICHLAND COUNTY, 
Jfarufield Soc. 

Theodore J. Keep, 
G. Buckingham. 

Oreen Ty>. Soc. 
Wm. Karnahan. 

Haysville Soc. 
Moses ScoU. 

HAMILTON COUNTY, 
James G. Birney, 
Gamaliel Bailey, Jr. 
Wm. Donaldson, 
Arazi D. Barber, 
M. R. Robinson, 
Florella Wright, 
Emily Robinson, 
Edward Weed. 

MONIGOMERY COUNTY. 
Day ion Soc^ 

Sarah Galbraith. 

BROWN COUNTY. 
White Oak Soc. 
J OS i ah Moore, 

Ripley Tp. Soc. 
John Rankin, 
James Dunlap- 

LICKING COUNTY. 
Welch HilU Sqc. 
John White. 

Or anvil I e Soc. 
Curtis Howe, 

* Spencer Wright, 
Anne Bancroft, 
Orlena Wrighi, 
Lucy Bancroft. 

Hartford Tp. Soc. 
Anson Clark. 

St. Albans Soc. 
Lewis Barnes, 
Jamew A. Barnes. 



Committees. 



JE:K?Jb.:^ON COUNTY. 
Jlft. Pleasant 7>. Soc, 
Thomas Campbell, 
Matthew Clapp, 
Wm. Robinson, 
David Updegraff, 
Jesse Thomas, 
Joseph McMillan, 
Joseph Bryant, 
Wm. Planner, 
Pinckney Lewis, 
Meric Starr, 
Jacob Planner, 
Geo. Brown, 
Elisha Sidwell, 
Avis Thomas, 
Jane Kc Vinson, 
Rebecca Updegraff, 
Peninah Planner, 
Rebecca Tomliiison, 
Eli7a Ann Griffith, 



Elizabeth Sid wall, 
Anna Robinson, 
Ann Pearson. 

Steuoewsille 5oc. 
Sarah Moody, 
Eliza Wilson, 
Nanc/ Stokely. 

CLINTON COUNTY. 
Abrah&m AUen. 

TUSCARAWAS COUNTY. 
John Moore. 

MORGAN COUNTY. 
C. R. Brown. 

TRUMBULL COUNTY. 
H. G. Wooleott, 
Thos. Jones. 



G. Bailey read the report of the Executive Committee, 
which, on motion, was refe;rred. 

On motioff of J. G. Bimey, gentlemen (members of Anti 
Slavery Societies in other States) were invited to tajie teats 
wiih us as corresponding members. 



M. McKeever, 
Dr. A. W. Campbell, 
David Moore, 
Joseph Cole, 
J. L Sam 

cheater, U. Canada. 



Present as such: 
Dr. F. J. Lemoyne, 
Thos. McKeever, Esq. 
Thomas Piles, 
David Boyd, 
Alex. C. Hamilton, 
Joseph Matthews, 
Robert Sloane, 

James Petrie, M. D., from Newbury, Vermont. 

On motion of A. A. Guth/ie, the following coRimrttees were 
appointed: 

Committee on the report of the Executive Committe^~J o9ieph 
A. Dugdale, J. G. Birney, Thos. Donaldson, William Sloane, 
Robert Hanna, J. M, Sterling, Horace Nyc. 

Committee on Petition to the Legislature — L. L. Rice, J. M. 
Vaiuc, Nathan Johnson^ J. G. Bimey, -J. M. Sterling. 



Committee t» reame reports of SocktiBs^A* A* Guthrie, 
Goodcil Buckm^am, Ceo. Whipple. 

Of Njmination — John Keep, W. Donaldson* A. A. Guthrie, 
M. R. Robinson, James Dunhp, Goodcil Buckingham, Jas. G. 
Birnev» 

Oil BuH?iess-^^. Bailey, A. A. Guthrie, M. R. Robiaason, E. 
Weed, Wai- Donaldson* , 

On Resolutinm^Ssfrmei Crothers, Eli Nicho^^ J. Rankin, 
J. A. Dugdale, D» Bonsell. 

On Petition to Congress — J. C. Bimey, John Walker, L. 
W. Hall, (gpjitiemen's petition,) Elizabeth L. Borton, Lucy 
Wright, Elizabeth Wilson, (ladies' petition). 

Adjourned to meet at 8 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 



Friday Morning, 8 clock. 
Society met according to adjournment. 
Opened with prayer, by the Rev. Samuel Crothers. 
G. Bailey read the report of the Publishing Committee. 
Nomination Committee reported the juames of the following 
gentlemen for officers of the Society the ensuing year. 

* President, 
LEICESTER KING. 

Vice Presidents. 

Ati=r.,™KaCAHPBELi.,) Brown county. 

Asa M *jian, Oberlin. 

Dr. Bancroft, Granville. 

Rkesk E. Pkice, Hamilton county. 

Francis Dunlavt, Warren county. 

W«. Krts, Hi^iland county, 

Dayii) Lqmg, Ross countyc 

Samvkl -GieoTvxsis, Highland county. 

Nathan Galbhjuth^ Coiumiaaaiu 

Jaukb Stjcwajlt, Fayette. 



Officers, 
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Dtkbl Burgess, Adams. 
Abraham Baer, Starke. 
Wm. R. Hudson, Geauga. 
Samuel Dennt, Pickaway. 
G. BucEiJSGHAM, Richland. 
Orestes K. Hawlet, Ashtabula. 
J. JonFFE, Clinton. 
Levi Whipple, Muskingum, 
J. S. Waugh, Butler. 
John Walker, Harrison. 
Daniel Miller, Seneca. 
J. G, Birnet, Hamilton. 
J. A. FooTK, Cuyahoga. 

Corresponding Secretary^ 
Gamaliel Baklky, jr. 

Recording Secretary^ 
Augustus Hopxins. 

Treasurer^ 
William Donaldson. 

Managers^ 
Harmon Kingsbury, Cuyahoga county. 
Isaac tJoLBY, Cincin^nati. 
Thomas Maylin, Cincinnati. 
JoHw iTlKi.icNL»» , Ciuciriiiati. 
Christian Donaldson, Cincinnati. 
John Hunt, Athens county. 
Joshua K. Giddings, Ashtabula. 
Jacob Coon, Belmont. 
J . B. Mahan, Brown county. 
John Rankin, Brown county. 
Thomas Hibbon, Clinton. 
Manasseh Baer, Carroll. 
James Hambleton, Columbiana. 
M. B. Cushing, Franklin. 
Uri Seely, Geauga. 
Rcb't. Hanna, Harrison. 
Rob't. Bell, Holmes. 
EvERTON JuDsoN, HuroD. 



Officers. 



Wwc Planner, Jefferson. 
W. W. Beebk, Knox. 
Joseph Riggs, Scioto. 
J. B. Johnson, Logan. 
John Monteith, Lorain- 
Archibald Stewart, Fayette. 
Timothy Hldson, Medina. 
Charles Dringaw, Monroe. 
James H. Shield, Montgomery. 
Horace Nye, Muskingum. 
John Wallace, Muskingum. 
G. C. Beamkn, Pike. 
As AH EL KiLBouRN, Portage^, 
P. H. Gallady, Preble. 
Shelden Guthiue, Putnari* 
Rob't. Stewart, Ross. 
Samuel McCullough- Brt^lbv. 
KivEBi'js Bidv;jull, Tri'.inbull. 
J. M. Stebluhg, Cuyr.hoga. 
Vr.rf.R Kirki^atkigs:, Licking. 
George Bkecheb. Ciiaton. 
Wm. Coo:;, Haa^ilton. 
John KEEr, Oiiio City. 

Execulit'tf . CijK'Vattee» 
W M. Donai oson, 
Gamaliel Bail^t, jr. 
James C. Ludlow, 
Reese E. Price, 
Isaac Colby, 
Augustus Hopxins, 
John Melendy, 
Horace Bushnell, 
James G. Birney. 
Delegates to ilie Convention ai New York, 
J. G. Birney, 
G. Buckingham, 
E. Sturges, 
Helmick, 
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Wm* Keys, 

H. FOOTE, 
HrRAM WrLSOlt?, 

Michael S. McIlrath. 
Joel Pisk, 
John Morgan, 
Samuel Steele, 
Chakles S. Renshaw, 
Be!*net Roberts, 
Daniel H. Bab«iocx. 
J. G. Birney, from the committee to whom was referred the 
report of the Executive Committee, reported tlie same back 
with slight amendments, and a recommendation to commit it 
to the Executive Committee for the ensuing year, for publica- 
tion; which was agreed to by the society. 
J. G. Birrey offered and supported the following resolution; 
Resolved, There rs no danger lo the integrity of the Union to be 
apprehended from the disciisgion of the subject of slavery, or from the 
emancipation of the blacks. Passed unanimously, 

John Rankin and Dyer Burgess supported the following 
resolution. 

Reiolved, That the sending of agents to collect funds from slace- 
holders, tends to bring the proceeds of robbery into the treasury of 
benevolent .societies, to reheve the consciences of slaveholders, to 
render slavery rcputal)le, and to corrupt both the agents, and societies 
who send them. 

Sister Elizabeth Borton also supported the foregoing. 

The Treasurer otfered his report*, which was received, and 
referred lo a committee of three as auditors. 

Adjourned to meet ac 2 o'clock, P. M. 



I 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Society n>et. 

Committees on Petitions reported, and were discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. The business of 
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Resolutions. 



drawing up the forms of petitions, was committed to the Eicgo- 
tive Committee, 

Dr. J. F. Lemoyne offered and supported the following 
resolution : 

Rctolved, That it is the duiy of every friend of iminediate emanci- 
pation, fvilly to investigate and appreciate the obstacles which opposa 
and obfiiruci the free course of our holy cause; and to employ more 
zealously his time, talenus and means, in every peaceful and right- 
eous instrumentality for its speedy triumph. Pasted unanimously. 

Individuals and societies were called on for pledges to the 
fiinds of the society for the ensuing year; when about six 
thousand three hundred dollars were subscribed. 

On motion of Mr, Bimey, it was 

Resolvedy Tiiat the time of holding the annual meeting of the socie- 
ty, be between the 25th of May and 10th of June. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to meet the pledge of 
l&flt year (to the American Society) as far ais possible, and that the Ex- 
ecutive Comoiittee bo instructed to meet the whole as soon as possible. 

Resolvedy That the Executive Committee be authorised to pledge to 
the parent society, a sum not exceeding $2000, from any moneys 
which may remain in their hands, after paving the prccent pledge. 

Resolved, That all moneys paid to the soci^^ty sliall pass into the 
hands of the Treasurer, and no moneys shall be paid out by hira 
except upon the written order of the Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to prepr^a 
and send up to the next legislature a statement of facts with regard 
to the colored people of this state, phowing their numbers, condition 
and the etfects of ourBtatates upon '.hem. 



Saturday Mornings 8 o'^clocL 
Society met according to adjournment, and was called to 
order by Nathan Galbraith Jones. 

C)n motion of a member of the Convention, it was 

Resolved, Thai our fiiends are re.«npr,tful!y invited to use their indi' 
vidua! influence to increase the feubscription list of papers friendly to 
our cause, especiall)' of the Philanthropist, as the organ of this society. 

J. S. Sampson made an interesting report on the condiiioa 
of the colored population of Canada. 



Resolutions, 
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Amzi D. Barber made a report on the present condition of 

the colored population of Cincinnati. 
A. Wattles oiferod and supported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That colored people are men, and that abolitionists will 

regard and receive them as such. 

The following resolution wa? offered by a naember of the 
society and adopted. 

Regolved, That our sincere thanke are teadered to the Hon. J. Q. 
Adams, of the house of representatives, from Mafsachueettfe, and to 
Thomas Morris, of the senate, from the state of Ohio, for their mag- 
nanimous exertions in behalf of the right of petition — the last right 
that those who would be free, should surrender. 

By request of the treasurer — 

Resolved, That all moneys paid in for the colored schools, be paid 
into the hands of Lucy M. Wright. 

M. M. Clark, agent of the colored people of the state 
of Ohio, presented a report on the colored population of the 
slate. 

Mr, Rice, of Cleveland, offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted. 

Renolved, That this society approve the exertions of the colored 
people in their own behalf, and cordially recommend to the friends of 
equal rights, throughout the state, to encourage them in their endeavors 
to elevate themselves, 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That we view any fiiture annexdtion of Texas to the 
Unions iinlRRR thft existence of slavery be utterly and forever inhibited 
within its limits, as fatal to the politic?.! power of the free states, and 
destructive of their interests in the Union. 

Resolved, That the experience of tho last year has abumdaBtly 
proved, that the demands of the slaveholders of the south for the 
maintenance of their system, tend to the utter subversion of the indis- 
putable and, heretofore, unquestionable rights of the north — the lib- 
erty of the press and of speech, personal security, and the right of 
trial by jury ; and to the utter subversion of the principles of the 
American constitution. 

Revolved, That it is time for the abolitionists of Ohio to relinquish 
all party attachments, by which they have heretofore been actuated 
in politics, and to act with a single view to the supremorcy of the laurt, 
:he ijiviolcMlity of constitutional privileges, and the equal right* oi all. 
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Resolutions, 



Retohedy That it be recommended to abolitioniota throughout the 
state, to adopt means for ascertaining the sentiments of candidates for 
offices in relation to tho great principles of constitutional liberty and 
legal protection, which, as abolitionister, we a// cherish; and to support 
only Buch as are decided in maintaining these principles, and in 
upholding order and law in the community. 

Retolvcd^ That it be recommended to the friends of Anti-slavery 
throughout this state, to enter into and promote, as far as practicable, 
the culture of the sugar beet^ as a means of diminishing the extensive 
use of the products of slave labor. 

Resolved, That, for the purpose of economizing our means and 
furttiering the cause, t be recommended to abolitionists to use their 
utmost endeavors to enhghten and persuade the people of their respec- 
tive counties and form societies in every town or neighborhood,, and 
thus save far as possible the expense of traveling agents. 

Resolved, That the services of J. L.Sampson, in behalf of the colored 
people in Canada, in his gratuitous mission among them, receive the 
grateful approval of this meeting ; that he be encouraged to prosecute 
his efforts of love, and that the sympathies of the public should be 
directed in aid of his object. 

Resolved, That the executive committee of this society be directed, 
and they are hereby directed, to appoint delegates to the American 
Anti Slavery Society, at their meeting in the year 1838. 

Resolved, That example has more influence than precept, and that 
the unnatural, cruel and dishonest practice of slavery, corrupts the 
public morals, undermines and destroys the influence ol religion, 
vages a war of extermination against the natural dictates of justice, 
uproots and scatters to the winds the republican doctrine of equal 
rights, makes our boasted liberties the jest of the world, and a cause 
of triumph and hissing to monarchs, nurtures within the bosom of 
the nation millions of enemies to the government, aiid requires that 
society be supported and maintained by force; whereas it should be 
cemented by mutual interest and upheld by common good will. 

Resolved, That slavery should be removed by the civil administra- 
tion of the competent and organized governments, and that v,-e most 
earnestly deprecate any resort to physical force for the abolition thereof 
by the bond or free. 

Resolved, That the civil government of the United Stites is con- 
stitutionally competent to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and the slave trade between the several states and territories, and to 
prohibit slavery in the territories of the Union, and in the new states 
that phall be admitted, and the said constitutional authority should be 
exercised. 

Resolv2df That a£ abolitioniRte, we have no connection with any of 



Ijetter from Ijeiccster King, 
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Ihe political parties cf the Union, and that it Is not the object of a^/oli- 
tion, jither directly or collaterally, to aid or abet either of ssid partfes or 
leaders, otherwise than as the same may promote the abolition of sla- 
very, to which alone we, as abolitionist8,stand pledged. 



The following letter, received during the Convention, will 
explain the cause of the absence of president Leicester King. 

Warren, Trumbull county OAw,) 
April 24i/i, 1837» J 

Dear Sir — 

Cm my return home a few days since, after an absence of 
nearly six months, your esteemed favor was placed in my hands, in- 
forming me that the **annual meeting of the Ohio Anti Slavery So- 
ciety would be liolden at Mount Pleasant, oa'the 27th instant, and that 
it was the wish of the Executive Committee that I should be present 
and address the society on that occasion on some subject connected 
with its great objects. 

To those of my personal acquaintances, I need give no assurances 
of the pleaaare which such an opportunity would afford me. and that 
no duties of a private or personal character would prevent me from 
complying with the wishes of my friends and associates. Engage- 
HHints, however, of a public nature, made at Columbus during the \?.bx 
Bession of the Legislature, require my attendance on the Board of Pub- 
lic Works and the Executive of the state, on the first day of May next, 
in the western part of the state; to fulfil which, I must ieave this 
place on the 26th instant. 

In reviewing the progress which the principles of civil liberty have 
made within the last few years in the most enlightened portions of the 
globe, in breaking down those arbitrary distinctions which have been 
made between man and man in the exercise of their natural and per- 
fionai rights, which each received at the hands of his Creator, which 
W'.ie first established by physical power, and to which custom and 
long continuance had almost secured the universal acquiescence of 
mankind,— the I'ricnds of human rights have abundant cause for en- 
couragement and perseverance. 

Already has the public mind become alarmed at the combined and 
systematic efforts which have been made in various sections of our 
country, to wrest from its citizens the most sacred rights guarantied 
to them by the constitutions of their adoption; the freedom of speech 
and of -the press; the right of investigating abuses; of petitioning for 
a redress of grievances, and of personal liberty and safety. These 
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Letter from Owen Brown 



combined efforts have naturally led to an inquiry into the principlee 
upon which oiii gcvornment is founded, and the tenure by which our 
rights aro secured. If they aure liable to be wrested from us at the 
pleasure of any combination of individuals in society, then are we 
reduced to the most degraded servitude; to a state of undefined and 
unrestricted slavery. The spirit of freedoiP. has, however, been 
awakerod by the inquiry and tbe cliampions of Uberty, unappalled by 
the threatening array or vindictive popular phronsy which has been 
surreptitiously brought to bear upon them, are rising up in every part 
of the land, and boldly declaring that, although slavery may be tolera- 
ted in some portions of this free republic, yet they will never consent 
to be slaves or surrender the rights of freemen. 

The firmness and unanimity with which the legislatures of several 
of the states have recently met the attempted encroachments anJ 
restrictions upon the rights of the people, strongly evince their senisi- 
tiveness upon the subject, and their strong attachments to the cause of 
freedom. 

"While they manifest no intention of interfering with the constitu- 
tion and laws in other states, for the perpetuation of slavery, and the 
protection of that species of property, they show a fixed determina- 
tion that it shall not be effected at the sacrifice of the rights se-cured 
to the freemen of their own. 

Looking forward to the time, which I hope is not far distant, when 
the great mass of the American people will practically acknowledge, 
that the principles promulgated to the world by the patriots of the 
revolution, were not intended as mere abstract theories unfit for use, 
but as fundamental truths upo:i which all free governments should 
be based; and hoping that your meeting may be productive of much 
good to the cause of humanity. 

I subscribe myself, 

very cordially, 

your friend, 

LEICESTER KING. 



LETTER FROM OWEN RROWN. 

Hudson, April 24, 1837. 

Dear Brethken : 

It would have been a great gratification, could 1 have been per- 
mitted to meet with you, and mingle my sympathetic feelings 
with you, and hear you deliberate on the best means to promote the 
anti-slavery cause, and elevate the colored people of our land. It 
would give me pleasure if I could say no more than aye! to your reso- 
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lutions. But as I shall not be present, permit me to drop a hint for 

your consideration iu the form of a resolution, subject to amendments, 

hoping that some one or more will speak on it. 

Rctolxedy That education lies at the foundation of elevation in civil 
and religious liberty, and that it is expedient there should be a State 
Anti Slavery Education Society fornaed, aad that it be recommended 
to ihe county and town societies to form societies auxihary to the 
State Anti Slavery Society. 

Reasons. Jst. There is no provision made, by our statute, icr the 
education or black and mulatto youth and children in our common 
schools ; and, in this respect, they are but little bolter off in this state 
than in the slave states. 

2d. Public sentiment forbids their being echooled in common schools 
at present, even where they are able to pay for their schooling. 

3d. There is no provision made for them by the American Educa- 
tion Society, at least short of a public education. So there is no help 
between entire ignorance and a classic educi^ion, and but few of the 
colleges will receive black and mulatto students. So we may see, the 
American Education Society by no means reaches their case ; 
and, besides, I have never heard an agent of that society plead the 
cause of the poor black and mulatto population. 

4th. Where schools have been set up at the expense and self- 
denial of individuals, in most cases they have met with great opposi- 
tion ; their expense has been much increased; their patience tried, 
and they have had the aid of but very few. 

5th. This want of education shuts out this class of people from most 
of the privileges of other benevolent societies, aathatof tlie Bible and 
Tract Societies, and even the Rome Mission Society is but of little use. 

6th. For want of education, newspaper and periodical information 
is in a manner lost ; correspondence with each other is cut off, and 
much kind advice and instruction are lost, such as are necessary to 
regulate their conduct, make them good members of civil and Jeligious 
society, make them useful and happy neighbors, lessen their crimes, 
and raise their prospects for time and eternity* With these few 
remarks I close, imploring the blessing of God on your deliberations. 

OWEN BROWN. 

Re»ohed to lay the subject of this over to our annual meeting, and 
that this letter be pubhehed in the proceedings of this meeting. 

2* 



REPOBTS. 



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE OHIO 
STATE ANTI SLAVERY SOCIETY. 1836-7. 

La a review of events that have transpired since oui* l?8t anniver- 
sary, your committee find abundant cause for gratitude to the Father 
of Spirits, whose providence is over all his works, and whose wisdom 
is displayed in making even the opposition of his creatures minister 
to the furtherance of his purposes. 

To abolitionists, the past year has been one of self-denial, persecu- 
tion and labor. But they have had their reward — even the testimony 
of a good conscience, that they have pleased God, in feeling for those 
in bonds as bound with them» in pleading for them who cannot plead 
for themselves. And the evidences are at hand that they have 
neither acted nor suffered in vain. With joy they contemplate the 
magtiificent advanceraetit of their cause. God has not permitted the 
proclamation of truth to fait powerless on the ear of man. Justice 
has not commanded; mercy has not wept in vain. The violence of 
adversaries, the deep sxcitement in church and state, tell that men's 
consciences &ra sticred, and that the light of truth ib beginning to 
reveal the inexcusable iniquity of this nation. 

It is not possible to estimate accurately the advancement of aboli- 
tionism. That the ntimber of its adherents has been wonderfully 
multiplied, is evident; but this is not the only circumstance by which 
to judge of its progress. We must extend our view to its influence 
on the sentiments of those who are not its professed adherents. 
Where a mind, pre-resohred against truth, has been brought to candid 
inquiry; where prejudice has been softened; where a generous feeling 
01 pity towards tiie oppressftd, or indignation towards the oppressor, 
or hatred of tyranny has been awakened; thert abolitionism has ob- 
tained a triumph. Many triumphs of this kind have been achieved. 
Besides, changes are not the birth of a moment; they may be in pro- 
gress for days, for months, for years; and yet no eye behold them. The 
outer .aspect xtzy not be changed, while beneath, there is a new being. 
There can be no doubt that abolitionism is thus moving onward in a 
large portion of the community. Their minds are gradually opening 
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to the reception of its truths; imperceptibly do their affections begin to 
adhere to its free principles. But of these silent, secret changes, we 
can form no accurate opinion; we must patiently wait untii the df.y 
of their revelation. We have the less occasion tq searca '^ut these 
under movements of society, sincti on the surface such an abundance 
of faith is exhibited, illustrative of the progress of our principles. 

FOREIGN SENTIMENT. 

Great Britain. In Great Britain, these principles are now enga- 
ging as they have heretofore engaged, the earnest attention of the 
public mind. Men, distinguished for rank, intellect and piety, have 
devoted themselvc s to the aissemination of correct doctrines concern^ 
ing human righ'-s, and to the task of unchaining degraded human 
nature.. The career of George Thompson, denounced, defamed, per- 
secuted and banished by this republican nation, has been 8 glorious one 
in h'.s native land, and not less honorable to himself than beneficial to 
the interests of humanity. We rejoice to see the people of Great Brit- 
ain arising on the question of slavery. It is a question which concerns 
the whole human family, and their cooperation with the friends of the 
slave in this country, is a fine illustration of the truth, that christian 
benevolence is not to be hedged in by geographical limits. The 
world — the woild, this is the hoi^e of the true philanthropist; this 
should be his field of labor. It is in vain that the supporters of slavery 
plead that it is a domestic political institution, and therefore en- 
trenched beyond the reach of foreign censure. When the funda- 
mental principles of justice and humanity Jire systematically and per- 
petually violated by one nation, its sovereignty may secure it from 
armed interference, but not from the scorn, indignation and rebuke of 
other less favored, but more consistently humane nations. 

Public sentiment is already formed in Great Britain. The sympa- 
thies of her people are strongly enlisted in behalf of American aboli- 
tioniets; and her churches, with all due affection and respect, and yet 
with the utmost plainness, have earnestly expostulated with their 
sister churches in America, on the sin of slavery. Its vigilance is 
also awakened to the extension of this system, and to the project of 
the slave holding party in this country, to procure the annexation of 
Texas to our territory. All this is matter of congratulation. The 
greater the moral force which can be brought to bear upon the Bubject, 
the sooner will the question be decided. The world is not now so 
insulated in iis different portions as in former times. Nations are 
drawn more closely together by the sympathies of a common religion, 
and the bonds of -a common interest; so that it is ah«urd for any minute 
portion of civilization to imagine it can face the abiding frown of the 
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great mass, unless it should be sustained by a full consciousness of 
innocence and integrity. 

France. Alx)htion societies have also been instituted in France. 
Their specific object is the extermination of eeery form of slavery 
from the French West India islands. 

Hayti, In Hayti, societies have been formed, with the avowed 
object of extinguishing slavery throughout the world. This is as it 
should be. The Haytians know, that so long as the system of slavery 
is practiced in the United States, so long as it is advocated on princi- 
ple ad it is in this country, so long will all colored people every where 
bo liable to mortification, disrespect and degradation. 

Cj:.?}AI)a. Canada, from its situation and connection, is anti slavery. 
In this country, will the future hiatorian of America record with 
astonishment, did the black man, self emancipated from the chains of 
a republican people, or a fugitive from their barbarous prejudice, find 
beneath the sceptre of a king, that repose, equality and respect, which 
the boasted government of freemen had denied him. In Canada, 
philanthropists are moving with energy m the cause of emancipation. 
Within the last year they have organised themselves into a society, 
for the purpose of co-operating with societies of a kindred character 
. the United States- 

PROGRESS AT HOME. 

The rapidity with which abolition societies have sprung up in this 
country during the past year, has exceeded calculation. We have 
room to advert only to a few of the more prominent instances. 

JVIicHiGAN. On the 10th of November, 1836, delegate? from all parts 
of Michigan assembled in convention, and, after an interesting ses- 
sion, framed a constitution and organised a state society. This state, 
although not exempt from the national prejudice againet the colored 
man, yet being far removed from the ordinary pro-slavery influences, 
has given a ready reception to the principles of abolition. From the 
failure of all attempts hitherto to give predominance to the mob spirit 
notwithstanding the manifestly deep interest of the people in the dis- 
cussion of the subject of slavery, we predict much success to our 
cause in this new state. 

Massachusetts. The Massachusetts Anti Slavery Society recently 
held its anniversary in the city of Boston. One year before, thie city 
had been disg/aced by an anti abolition mob, of as much virulence, 
with perhaps the exception of the Cincinnati mob, as any that have 
appeared during the struggle of free principles. This year the society 
assembled in peace; not because people were indifferent, for their 
meetings were largely attended, but because ihe mob spirit had been 
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prostrated by the patience and energy with which abolitionists had 
maintained the right of free discussion. What merits special notice, 
aH a striking indication of the progress of change in public eenti- 
nient, is thr fact, that for one evening, the society, by consent of the 
House of Representatives, occupied the legislative hall for their 
exercises. 

New York. A no less favorable indication has been presented in 
the state of New York. More than r, year ago, it will be remembered, 
a violent mob, instigated and led on by men of station and influence 
in the community, assailed the convention which had assembled at 
Utica for the purpose of forming a state society, and by menace and 
outrage compelled them to disperse* The redult was, that a largo 
portion of the citizQiis of Utica were converted into staunch aboli- 
tionists; an excellent anti slavery paper was established in the town, 
and a large state socir ty formed of ' he most excellent materials. This 
year, in the same place, the society held its anniversary in peace. 
Violence had yielded piece to kindness, and politicians there were, 
who, from being persecutors, became candidates for the favor of the 
once persecuted, 

Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania has at length co.ne up to tue work. 
A convention of some of her best citizens assembled at Harrisburg, 
January 3l6t, during the sitting of the legislature, and after a pleas- 
ant, harmonious and efficient session, organised a sta'.e Fx>ciety» 

With three or four exceptions, we believe that state sociecies now 
exist in all the free states. They are all active, all flourishing, all of one 
heart and mind in the great work of immediate emancipation. 

Ohio. In our own state, the principles of anti slavery have pre- 
vailed exceedingly. We have no accurate record of the number of 
societies organised since our last anniversary, but we know that their 
number is great. Several lecturers employed by the naiior^-il society, 
have been traversing different parts of the etate, and their letters, 
published from time to time in ihe Philanthropist and Eraancipator, 
show with what success their labors have been attended. Your com- 
mittee, during a part of the year, employed three agents, whose ser- 
vices, during the period of their appointment, were highly efficient. Bo- 
sides these, we have learned that lecturers have occasionally been em- 
ployed by individual societias. We see nothing in the aspect of aflfairs 
in Ohio, to lessen our hopes or palsy eflbrt. In numerous sections of 
the state, there is a demand for lecturers, and all that is needed is 
additional light. The vicinity of Ohio to states in which slavery exists, 
has not yet so corrupted her yeomanry as to take away their power of 
appreciating free principles; and we have little doubt that, notwith- 
standing the constant pressure of slave holding influences to which 
she is subject, it will not be long before this state will present a most 
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formidable phalanx of anti slavery sentiment, impenetrable to all the 
assaults of the spirit of slavery. 

Five or six years ago, we believe, the hvii anti slavery so<;iety was 
formed in the nation. Now, it is calculated, thert- aie nearly a thou- 
sand societies, directly or indirectly auxiliary to the parent society; all 
actively and without ceasiuf;, eiiipioyed in the cause of freedom. This 
is our second anniversary. Two years ago our state society was 
formed; and now, acconling to the most accurate calculation, we 
nuvnber more than two hundred f-i-cietiea* Add to these evidences of 
the wide prevalence of atx)litionisr., ;he employment at this time of 
seventy lecturers by the parent p:»ciety, and the '•ontinual demand for 
more; the enlargement and V/'goroua circulation of p&pers specially devo- 
ted to anti slavery: the ct>HTu^"Sirn of sevaral poliii<^ii papers toourcauee; 
the opeJiing of the colum-nd of neutral papers in •:(irtii'eat pbifjs of the 
country to the free discuseioi; of slavery ; tV^e n^!^y^ton of t!ie public 
kuind on this question; the attention bep^v^^if on abolition movements 
in legislative haiis and churchep; thr; inrieasing excitement of the^ 
30uth, and tho testimony of pliiveholder^ themselves, and we can form 
some faint idf*:; of the powei and r>?ogress ^f the anti ^il&very cause. 

We have introduced factb enough to shew hovr lixiiiful have been 
our labors, A moie important duty now den:t€Lnds attention: it is to 
•eoijuiider some of the most prominent events that have transpired 
during the year in connection with anti slavery movements. 

OENEEAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH, 

One of these events was the session of the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, in the summer of 1836. The Me- 
thodist church was once distinguished by her unconcealed hatred of 
slavery, and the fearless denunciation of itVy her nvluistry. Her zeal 
in this way not unfrequently brought upon her great odium, and sub- 
jected her southern members to severe persecution. Opposition to 
slavery still stood out iu prominent characters on her book of disci- 
pline; but persecution had succeeded in repressing, to a great extent, 
the manifettalions of such oppos'tion on the part of her ministry- 
There was her written declaration as a church, that she was as much 
as ever opposed to slavf ry, but it was evident that her antaRonism 
was 80 qualified and directed as to avoid not only proscription, buJ. 
suspicion. In fact, it was t-eliev^d that the parts of her discipline 
relating to slaverj , had become a dead letter. 

The acts of the conference of 1836, revealed what abundant 
ground there was for this belief. Few can be ignorant of its proceed- 
ings in relation to slavery. Our report of them has been extensively 
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circulated; and, so far as we know, not a single statement therein ba» 
been pointed out as erroneous. A few ijidividuals ventured to im- 
peach the whole as a misrepresentation, but when called upon io 
specify any particular fact, falsely stated, or speech incorrectly reported, 
they never answered to the call. 

A resolution of censure was formally introduced in the Conference, 
ajsinst two individuals, members of this body, who, in an interval of 
leisure, had attended a meeting of the Cincinnati Anti Slavery Socie- 
ty, Appended to this was a resolution, denunciatory of modern abo- 
litionism. The debate consequent upon these resolutions, furnished 
undoubted evidence of the fact, that both the ministry and member- 
ship of the soathern portion of this church arr deeply involved in the 
iiiu cv slave holding; and that, so widely have they depaiteu from 
their primitive doctrines on this subject, that they hesitate not to 
bring the sanctions of revelation to the support of slavery. 

The proceedings of the conference will, doubtless, be overruled 
for good. Indeed, so far as we can judge, they have already been 
productive of beneficial results. They have disclosed tho real condi- 
tion of the MethodiBt Episcopal Church in relation to slavery. An 
evil m?ist be known before a cure can be effected. Palpable evidence 
js now at hand, to prove that this influential church is radically 
defective on the subject of slavery; that the bulwarks of her discipline 
have not been able to withstand the disastrous influences of a wide 
reachirg system of oppression. 

This conference furnished painful demonstrations of the deleterious 
results of slave holding on christian character. The harshness of 
temper, undisguised anger and overbearing spirit, exhibited by min- 
isters of a meek and benevolent religion, show how fatally the slave 
is always avenged on his oppressor. 

The hasty zeal with which the champions of slavery rush to the 
defence of their peculiar institution, gave occasion in this instance, as 
it has done in many others, for an extended discussion of the 
principles of abolitionism. The individual who introduced the reso^ 
lutions, had no idea, we presume, of laying open for consideration the 
whole ground of slavery. He certainly could not have supposed that 
he was about to be the chief instrument in bringing on a discueeion 
in the light of which, the hideous features of slave holding should 
become manifest, and modern abolitionism be set forth in its own 
pure and exalted character, stripped of the unt.ightly appendages 
attached to it by the falsehood or ignorance of its adversaries. But 
such was the fact. The occasion offered, and we rejoice to know that 
anti slavery found a champion ready to avail himself of it. The day 
may yet come, when the Methodist Episcopal Church will honor 
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Orange Scott fca: his noble defonce of her truth and unperverted 
doctrines against the modern corruptions introduced by slavery. 

.Another effect of the proceedings of this body does not at first view 
appear so favorable. We are free to confess our iwlief that the yiolea* 
and prescriptive spidt displayed by ministers of the gospel, in an au- 
gust ecclesiastical assembly, had no inconsid arable influence in aggra- 
vating, if not generating, that disposition in a certain class of the com- 
munity, to the adoption of lawless measures against the abolitionists, 
which subsequently broke out into open persecution. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

Another ecclesiastical body, no less imposing and inli-Jftntial. sat dur- 
ing the last year at Pittsburgh. The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, by its election of a slave holder to tho office of Mod- 
erator, gave painful evidence of the prevalence of a low tone of sen- 
timent with regard to the influence of slavery. Strong efforts were 
made by abolition members to obtain an express declaration from the 
Assembly of the sinfulness of this system; while on the other hand, 
the supporters of slavery were no less strenuous in their attempts to 
compel this body to disavow all constitutional right to express any 
opinion on the subject. They were both defeated by the vote of a con- 
siderable majority, postponing the whole question indefinitely. This 
vote, when considered in connection with the open instructions of 
southern presbyteries to their delegates, to refuse submission to any 
acts of the General Assembly condemnatory of slavery; and also with 
the special meeting of the southern delegation in Pittsburgh, at which 
the form of a resolution was devisefi, to be proposed to the General 
Assembly, denying all power in it to make any declaration concerning 
the moral nature of this f peculiar 'system, demonstrates that a large 
majority of the assembly either believed slave holding sinless, or were 
prevailed on by an unevangelical timidity to turn aside from the path 
of rigid duty. The whole of the proceedings on this subject show 
what inroads the spirit of Slavery has made on the church of Chiist, 
and with what little reason they find fault with abolitionism, who sup- 
pose that the question has been agiialed only to the injury of religion. 
While men slept the enemy sowed tares. Abolitionism has aroused 
the church from its almost fatal lethargy, and she indeed finds that an 
enemy has been busy within her fold. 

THE CHURCH BEGINNING TO MOVE. 

Ecclesiastical action fevorable to abolitionism has been greatly on the 

increaee during the past year. The amount of this action, precisely, 
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it is not in our power to report, but we know that numerous ecclesi- 
astical bodies have spoken out fearlessly on the subject. The Friends, 
although backward in joining themselves to abolition societies, have 
extensively and ardently, as might have been anticipated from their 
excellent principles, lent tkcir opsn sympathy and countenancs to the 
anti slavery cause. The Baptist churches in the east, and the Pres- 
byterian churches, both east and west, have felt it their duty, in many 
instances to rai&o their voices against the sin of slave holding. In this 
state many of the presbyteries have taken an open and firm stand 
against it. As i t rei^tds ihj3 Mejjiod Ls^^ w^ cannot 

buv bdheye that the prpceedi^igs ojf the juLeaeiai Coni'firence» .axid the 
action of her mmistry and bi^hojLS hRY^L^xert^^^ evil influence 
in repressing the manifestations of sjm^^thx.j^Uh'-ib« opprofisad* In 
many parte of this community, however, there is an awakening zeal 
on this subject, and some of the ablest supporters of anti slavery are 
to be found anjong her members. 

APATHY OF THE CHURCH. 

On the whoie, however, the fact ou^tjiojUg^ejjonc^ that j^e 
"^yPT^y.i?0^a9 pj.i«J„chf^ .alaYej:.):*,*^ well 

as hostile tq^abglitiohisin. The discussion of the subject is to most of 
them a source of dread. This is a most singular fact, when we con- 
sider the natur3 and circumstances of the question presented to their 
notice. Confessedly it is a religious question in its most important 
bearings, involving principles of the utmost magnitude. It cannot be 
discussed without bringing under review the entire nature of man, 
and the will of God concerning him, together with those principles of 
justice and benevolence, which constitute the chief glory of the 
Divine character, and the only security of the human family against 
discord, corruption and ruin. It is to be rem.embered, too, that the 
advocates of slavery have appealed to the Bible for their warranty of 
the right of property in hunran flesh and blood. In <his book, they 
boldly and unceasingly declare, they find the justification of the slave 
holder. Moreover, no man can be bUnd to the fact, that slavery, in 
one way or another, exerts a deep influence on the moral and religious 
habits of the community in which it exists. 

Notwithstanding all these circumstances, a majority of the christian 
church, declines all examination of the agitating subject, and either 
forbears to give"any opinion on its merits, or decidea in favor of slave 
holding advocates. Whatever may be the motives of such conduct, 
whether an apprehension of disquiet, of division, cf persecution, or 
an erroneous impression that the question is a political one, and there* 
fore unsuitable to the retiring spirit of Christianity, deep and abi4ing 
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is our convJ 'iion, that no motive in the sight of a Koly God, can jug- j 
Ufy christians m joining hands with the oppressor, hardening their ' 
hearts against the cries of the afflicted, and keeping aiience when the 
words of the Benevolent Redeemer are converted into sanctions to a \ 
syBimuwA gTuSs injustice and crueUy. ! 

The lesson to be gathered from this singular phenomenon is, that slavery \ 
cannot long exist without undermining the foundation of moral and reli- I 
gious character. Slaverj corrupts those who are the immediate parti- 
cipants in its unholy prerogatives, in the same way that any other ein 
habitually indulged, vitiates tlie whole character. And it becomos a 
source of corruption to christians in the free states, on ihe principles 
that they who behold iniquity in silence; who see their brother offend 
habitually, and yet rebuke him not; who look upon the suffering of 
the innocent, and yet raise ho voice in their behalf; become them- 
selves gradually insensible to the calls of duty and humanity. 

CHURCHES IN CINCINNATI, 

It ia o ur p ainful dutj to record the determined opposition, of the 
churches in Cincinnati to the anti slavery cause. It is not our busi- 
'neii~tolnqifire~T^ the reasons on which 

they justify their conduct. The record is enough. Many of the 
principal churches have been solicited individually by letter, in the 
most respectful terms, to grant the use of their houses to abolitionistp, 
who might thus have a fair opportunity to disabuse the public mind of 
wrong impressions in regard to iihem and their cause. In but one 
instance, or two at most, has even an answer been deemed necessary. 
This answer contained a formal refusal. A public request of a simi- 
lar character was subsequently made through the columns of the Phi- 
lajithropist, and the number containing it sent to the pastors and 
leading men of the different churches in the city, but no notice was 
ever taken of it, and no indication has yet been furnished of a relent- 
ing spirit, gxgrxjchurch. door is dosed to abfiHiionjste. We make no 
comment. Here is the f^ct, the naked fact, that in the year of~our 
Lord i837,Jn Cincinnati, in the heart of a christian republic, wont 
to boast of its mental independence, and of the puniy of its principles 
of civil and religious liberty, not a church can be obtained for the pur- 
pose of explaining the fu.i?, meaning; of these principles, and relieving 
the foes of oppression of the gtiav&Us caiumniea which have beeo 
heaped upon iheni. 

SOUTHERN CHURCHES. 

As it regards the southern churches, the past year JhM furnished 
additioiijrieyidfinces pf their deterioration under the influence of sla- 
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vgx^ It is no longer doubtful, that all the large denominations, with the 
exception of the Friends, are most deeply involved in the sin ot hold- 
ing human beings as property; and the heresy seems to be rapidly 
gaining ground among a large majority of professing christians, par- 
ticularly in the more southern states, that slavery is perfectly defensi- 
ble on scriptural principles; a sinless, if not a decidedly good ordinance. 
The proceedings in the General Conference and General Assembly 
already related, warrant this statement. A few confirmatory facts may 
farther he introduced. 

SCHEME OF SLAVE HOLDING MEMBERS. 

According to the discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, no 
slave holder is eligible to any official station in the church, if thp laws 
of the state in which he resides will admit of emancipation and permit 
the liberated slave to enjoy his freedom. We believe that no slave 
holder has hitherto been elected to the office of the episcopate in this 
church. At the last general conference two or three prominent slave 
holding ministers were run as candidates for this office, and strenuous 
efforts were made by the southern delegation to elect at least one of 
them. The attempt was defeated. From subsequent occurrences, it 
appears, that the vote of the majority was thought by several of the 
slave holding members to involve an expression of disapprobation of 
the practice of slave holding. A few months ago a proposition appeared 
in the Virginia Conference Sentinel, that the southern section of the 
church should dieeolve its connection with the northern, unless at the 
next General Conference, the system of proscription, as it is termed, 
should be repealed, and slave holders be permitted to occupy the 
highest seats in the church. This proposition was sustained with 
great zeal by the Rev, Mr. Smith, of Richmond, and other southern 
writers, and so far as we know, has never been opposed by a single 
individual in the south, If we may judg*" the southern Methodist 
church by its representatives in General Coi '''^rence, we must believe 
that such a meaBure would find but few ''ppost 's. 

REV. JAMES SMYLIE. 

During the past year, the Rev. James Smylie, member of the Amite 
Presbytery, Mississippi, has writtea a little book in defence of slavery. 
The Bible is his great, his only argument; and his testimony is, that 
nine-tenths of all the religious denominations at the south, are direct 
upholders of this inhuman system, buying or celling, or holdiQg men, 
women and children as property. His argument and his testimony 
have thus far been uncontradicted by a single voice in the south. 

Further movements in the Presbyterian, and we believe Baptist 
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churches on the question of (Slavery, have taken place. Additional 
resolutions have been passed, uphoJding the system of slavery, and de- 
nouncing the course of those engaged in attempts to abclish it. 

POLITICAL MOVEMENTS— DEMANDS OF THE SOUTH. 

Political movements connected with the anti slavery cause, deserve 
special attention. Our enterprise is an ample one. It relates to the 
whole human family, it touches all their interestSj, it lays hold of church 
and state. 

It will be recollected, that last year the legislatures of the free states 
were officially addressed by some of the slave holding governments, 
on the subject of abolitionism. They were called upon to arrest the 
progress of abolitionists by legislative interposition. 

Some of the states have replied with becoming dignity and spirit, 
but the response in other instances, without sattufying the south, has 
been of such a character as can reflect no honor on the governments 
by which it was given. 

Vermont. Among the former states is Vermont, whose proceed- 
ings in relation to the demand, indicate a spirit of freedom unabased 
by any mixture of servility. Her answer was full, firm ?nd direct. 

*' Resolved hy the General Assembly of tht state of Vermont, That 
neither Congretss nor the State Governmenis, have any constitutional 
right to abridge the free expression of opinions, or the transmission of 
them through the public mail. 

" Retolved, That Congress do possess the powe* to abolish eiavery 
and the slave trade in the district of Columbia. 

*' Re$olvedy That His Excellency, the Governor, be requested to 
transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions to the Executive of each 
of the Rta'eSj and to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress." 

In House of Representatives, JVov. 15, 1836. Resolutions read and 
passed. j^. L. Miner, Clerk. 

In Senate, JVbr. 16, 1836. Read and resolved to concur. 

We are pleased with these resolutions, oecause they assert the truth, 
as if the truth were agreeable. No resoiuiiomi are appended to blunt 
their effect or make them palatable to the spirit of si very. 

Ohio. Our own state, Ohio, has given a distinct expression of her 
views as it regards freedom of discussion. But there is not that spirit 
of unbending independence in her resolutions, which it may be 
thought the haughtiness and singularity of the call made upon her, 
demanded. The following are the resolutions: 

^'Resolved, by the General Atsembly of the date of Ohio, That the 
state of Ohio has no power to legislate on the subject of slavery, and 
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she disclaims the assertion of any power to interfere with it in other 
states. 

**Refolvedy That no law can be passed to impair the freedom of 
the press, except to pi'ocure remedy for the redress of private injury, 
or the breach of pubHc peace resulting from either. 

'^Resolved, That a due regard to justice and the comforts of others, 
should induce great forbearanre in the discussion of subjects which 
prove disturbing in their nature, or injurious to the peace and quiet of 
the country. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit to the govern- 
ors of the several states, a copy of the foregoing report and resolutions, 
that the same be laid before their respective legislatures." 

The resolution disclaiming all right to legislate on slavery in other 
states, and that inculcating forbearance in the discussion of agitating 
subjects, are gratuitous, and were probably inserted to qualify the 
effect which the main repohition was calculated to have on the slave- 
holder's temper. Gov. McDufiie, in his last annual message, mani- 
fests no gratitude for this conciliatory effort. In noticing the result of 
the appeal of South Carolina to her sister states in the north, he says, 
••not one of them has taken any step to suppress the injurious prac- 
tices of which we so justly complained." 

Nkw York. — This remark, of course, applies to New York, which 
promised more, perhaps, than any of the states, and has done as little. 
Gov. Marcy, in his annual message to the New York legislature of 
1835-6, explicitly affirmed the right in the government of a state to 
enact laws for siippresoing tut; mural movements of its own citizenis, 
when their tendency is to affect injuriously the domestic institu- 
tions of other states. The legislature responded to this opinion; 
and the only reason assigned why such laws were not immediately 
enacted, was, that the evil had not yet attained such a magnitude as 
to warrant a resort to legislation. It was stated that public opinion 
would most probably be sufficient to extinguish the zeal of tho *' fana- 
tics." Should this fail, the implied promise was, that the aid of legis- 
lation would be called in. More than a year has elapsed, within 
which period abolitionism has greatly accumulated in power, extend- 
ing with a rapidity unprecedented in the history of a majority of moral 
revolutions. The legislature of New York has again met, but legisla- 
tion is still unattempted. The project of penal enactments against 
abohtionists, if ever seriously meditated, may be considered as entirely 
abandoned in the state of New York. From the predicament in which 
she had placed herself in n-aking a pledge to the south she could never 
redeem. Gov. Marcy attempts to extricate her by a stratagem which 
can deceive no one who does not wish to be deceived. He affirms 
that the auti slavery excitement, so soon as it ceaaed to subserve party 
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purpofiej»> began to subeide; that these *<iiuiatkal proeeedingA*^ 
(proceedings of abolitionislB) are circumscribed and rebuked by pub- 
lie opinion," and are of such a character as to furnish no reason for 

disquietude here, or alarm elsewhere." The olgect is to deceive the 
south into the belief that abolitionism has become sc contemptible and 
insignil&cant, iliat the strong aroi of legislation is not needed to 
suppress it. 

Majke. — The action of the legislature of Maine was similar to that 
of the New York legislature. 

New HiiMPSHiBE.— No state, perhaps, has given a more cordial 
response to the south than New Hampshire, The three leading reso- 
lutions which were adopted at the recent session of her legislature, 
were as folios : 

*^B'iii resolved by the Scnale and House of RepreMentativts in General 
Court convened J That wc recognize the constitutional right of the sev- 
eralstatesof the Union to exercise exclusive jurisdiction within their 
own limits, on the subject of domestic slavery. 

"Be U further resolved^ Thatcongre^ cannot, without & violation of 
the public faith, abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, unless 
upon the request of the citizens of that district, and of the states 
whom that territory was ceded to the general gcvernment. 

*'Be ii further retolvcd^ That as the union of the stales can only be 
maintained by abstaining from all interference with the laws, domestic 
policy, and peculiar interests of every other state, the conduct of those 
who would coerce our fellow ciiizens in other states into the aboUtion 
of slavery, by inflammatory appeals addressed to the fears of the mas- 
ters and the passions of the slaves, is in the highest degree censurable, 
as lending to alienate one portion of our countrymen from another, 
and to introduce discord into our .■'ip'.cr 'States, and as a violation of that 
spirit of compromise in which the constitution was framed, and a due 
observance of which is necessary to the safety of the Union." 

These resolutions are unaccompanied by any reservation in behalf 
of the sacrednesB of the right of free discussion; or by a single expres- 
sion which can indicate that New Hampshire, in thus regarding the 
peculiar institutions of the south, has not forgotten what is due to her 
awn institutions. The palpable misrepresentation of the measures of 
abolitionists contain .jd in the last resolution, whether flowing from ig- 
norance or sinistei design, is extremely reprehensible; diacloeing a 
lamentable defici^ pcy in '.hat intelligence and candor which ahoul^^ 
charactcriite every tct of a legislative body. If it be censurable to- do 
that which vendH to oiienate one portion of our countrymen from 
another, the New Hampshire legislature is censurable In the highest 
degree. In assuming that abolitionism is a system of coercion, to be 
CJ^rrjed into effect by inflammatory appeals addressed to the feaza of 
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the mftsters and the pasaions of the slaves, it givos its official sanction 
to an entirely grouu/ileaB report, which can hav« no other efiect than 
to confirm the delusion of slave holders in regard to anti slavery effOAist 
aggravate their prejudices, and thus delay the hour of universal eman- 
cipation. The false statements made at the north by of^cial bodies and 
influential prints under the pressure of ptrfitical or couimercial motives, 
have produced an incalculable amount of evil, by misleading the slave- 
holding states, and by aggravating the excit?iment, which under other 
circumstances would have been far mere restrained, losuch an extent 
as to disqualify the understanding for the reception of truth. It nught 
be supposed by an unsophisticated mind, that if northern politiciana 
were actuated by a pure regard for their southern brethren, they would 
be eager to allay their fears by giving them correct representations of 
the niiture and design of abolitionism, instead of out-running even the 
imagination of a slave holder in their caricatures of this enterprise. 

Illinois. — In the legislature of Illinois, the proceedings in relation 
to the southern memorials, were such as ought not to surprise us. 
The people of this state for the most part are strangers to the true 
merits of the anti slavery cause. Their attention has not yet been 
directed to the subiect. and thenewsoaner notices of it thev mav have 
accidentally gathered, are not calculated to bestow very accurate ideas. 
At the recent session of its legislature, a joint committee of the senate 
and house of representatives, appointed for the purpose, drew up a 
report, with resolutions, which were adopted. The report expressed 
great admiration of the scheme of colonization, enlarged at considera- 
ble length on the alarming tendencies of aboUtiouism, avowed a com- 
mendable attachment to the federal constitution, and a fraternal regard 
for southern rights, and proclaimed the readiness of the people of 
Illinois, in any needful emergency, to fly to the assiot&nce of their 
slave holding brethren. The roj>cluding sentence of the report is as 
follows: '*But as your comroiitoe are not aware of the extensive 
existence of abolition societies in this state, they deem a decided 
expression of opinion all that ia at this time demanded," This sen- 
tence is only iiaportant, as conveying the idea that shoald abolition 
societies be extensively organized hereafter within that state, some- 
thing more than the mere decided expre-raion of opinion would be 
attempted. Room is thus left to the south to believe that legislative 
action will be resorted to when necessary, especially as no disclaimer 
is Introduced in any part of the report of a right to legislate for the 
suppression of the evil complained of. The legislature, in this par- 
licubw, has followed the example of the assembly of New York. The 
events of another year will probably tempt it to adopt fhe same device, 
which relieved that Rssembly from the awlcard predicament in which 
its implied pledge of legislation had placed it. 
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The resolutions adopted by this legislature, are less censurable, ia 
one particular, than the New Hampshire resolutions. They contain 
no ftsfiumption with respect to the nature and design of abolitionism. 
The resolutions are these : 

''Resolved by the General A$sembly of the Stale of Illinois^ That wo 
sincerely deplore the evils ot R'x)htion societies, and thai we fir!'*ly 
believe their doctrines and proceedings are more productive of evil 
than moral or political good. 

*'2d. Resolved, That the right of property in slaves is secured to the 
slaveholding states by the federal constitution, and that they cannot be 
deprived of that right without their consent. 

*'3d. Resolved, That the institution of slavery, as forming a parf of 
the civil and domestic economy of the slave holding states, consistent 
with the federal and state constitutions, cannot, and ought not to be 
interfered with by any independent authority, federal or state, othor 
than those in which the slavery exists; and further, that we are fully 
convinced that the disturbance of abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, by Congress, would be unwise, injudicious, and highly 
inexpedient; and that we therefore would much regret' to see this insti- 
tution abolished in that district, and particularly under circumstai^ces 
threatening danger to the general safety of the slaveholding states 
and the Union. 

"4th. Resolved, That the Governor of this state berf^quested to trans- 
mit to the states of Virginia, Alabama, Mississippi, New york and Con- 
necticut, a copy of the foregoing report and resolutions. 

James Semfle, Speaker of the H. R. 

'nVm. II. Davidson.. Spef.ker of the S**nate." 

LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL ACTION AT THE NORTH. 

Other movements in the legisUtures of the free states require 
aiteniion. 

New Hampshire. — During the last session of the New Hampshire 
legislature, an event transpired which shows to what an extent, this 
body has departed from the genius of free principles, and what pro- 
scriptive measures our enemies are disposed to resort to, in their ha- 
tred of abolitionism. The Free Will Baptists petitioned for an act of 
incorporation for their Home Mission society. The legislaturt: refused 
it, on the ground, as stated by Mr. Treadwell, that tncy were a sect, and 
believed abolition doctrines to be based on the principles of the New 
Testament. The principle involved in this proceeding is palpably 
unjust and subversive of the rights of conscience. If the negative 
punishment of withholding privileges may be justly inflicted on indi- 
viduals for entertaining peculiar sentiments, there can b« no good 
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reason why, for the same offence, they may not be rightfully subjected 
to positive peralties. The principle, in fact, would justify any legis- 
lature in prescr bing to the people their creed in religion or politics, 
and enforcing it by all the sanctioKS of law. 

Massachusetts.. — The proceedings in the legislature of Massachu- 
setts are perhaps more interesting; thau any thing we have yet noticed. 
Petitions during the last session were presented from all parts of the 
state, prayirjithe legislature solemnly to protest against the action of 
congress in relation to abolition memorials, and to instruct the senv- 
tors and request the representatives of Massachusetts in congreee lo 
endeavor to procure the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in thfe 
District of Columbia. They were referred to a select committee, who, 
with a courtesy and liberality becoming the public servants of a free 
people, permitted G. S. Hiiliard and H. B, Stauton t^ suppt^rt before 
them, in speeches of great merit, the prayers of th^j petitioners. The 
committee made a brief report., highly honorable to themselves and the 
atate of which they were the representatives, and concluded by recom- 
mending the following preamble and resolutions: 

"Whereas, the house of representatives of the United States, in the 
month of January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, did adopt a resolution, whereby it was ordered 
that all petitions, memorials, resolutions, propositions, or papers, relat- 
ing in any way, or to any extent whatever to the subject of slavery? 
or the abolition cf slavery, v/ithout being either printed or referred, 
should be laid upon the table, and that no further action whatever 
»hould be had thereon ; and whereas sfich a disposition of petitions, 
tlien or thereafter to be received, is a virtua. denial of the right itself ; 
and whereas, by the resolution aforesaid, which is adopted as a stand- 
ing rule of the house of representatives, the petitions of a large num- 
ber of the people of this commonwealth, praying for the removal of a 
great, social, moral and political evil, have been slighted and con- 
temned: Therefore 

Resolved i That the resolution above named is an assumption cf 
power and authority, at variance with the spirit and ^irtent ot the con- 
atitution of the United States, and injurious to the cause of freedom 
j»nd free institutions ; that it does violence to the inherent, absolute and 
inalienable rights of man ; and that it tends essentially to impair those 
fundamental principles of natural justice and natural law, which are 
antecedent to any written constitutions of government, indpendent of 
th«m ail, and essential to the security of freedom in state. 

Reaolvedy That our senators and representatives in congress in 
maintaining and advocating the full right of petition, have entitled 
themselves to the cordial approbation of the people of this coramoa* 
wealth. 
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Rctolved^ That congress^ having exclusive legislation in the District 
of Columbia, poeeesses the right to abolish slavery in said district, and 
that its exercise should only be restrained by a regard to the public 
good. 

For the Committee : 

Abtemas Leg, Chairman/' 

The preamble and resolutions were adopted by a vote of 378 to 18. 
The vote is a plain indication that Massachusetts is beginning to 
recover her usual healthy tone of feeling in regard to slavery, and that 
her representatives are determined, even at the hazard of being 
reproached as abolitionists, not to forget what is due to the cause of 
freedom and humanity. The qualifying clause in the last resoluticm, 
it would have been well tcyomit. 

The Senate coiicurred unanimously in these resolutions, except the 
last. This they amended so, that while it affirmed the right of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery and the slave trade in the district of Columbia, 
it also declared that the "early exercise of such right was demanded by 
the enlighiened sentiment of the civilized world, by the principles of 
the revolution and by humanity.** In its amended form, it passed 
unanimously. The following ad«litional resolution was alfio passed, 
only one voting in the negative: 

^^Retohed, That slavery, being an admitted moral and political evil, 
whose continuance, wherever it exists, is vindicated mainly on the 
ground of neceseiiy, it should be circumscribed within the limits of 
the states where it has been already estabtiehed; and that no new 
state should hereafter be admitted into the Union, whose constitution 
of government shall sa?:ction or permit the existence of domestic 
slavery." 

We regret to say that the House refused (o concur in these amend- 
ments. They considered the original rtt-olutions as sufficient, and 
these were finally passed by both branches of the Legislature. 

In connection with the progress of the anti slavery cause, and the pro- 
ceedings in congress in relation to John Quincy Adams, on the right 
of petition, there can be no doubt, that the memorable decision of Chief 
Justice Sbaw, in the case of Med, the httle girl claimed as a slave, 
has had a leading influence in producing that sanative re-action of 
the public mind, of which the foregoing resolutions are a legitimate 
result. 

This decision has placed Massachusetts on the high ground which 
every free state ought to occupy. It establishes the principle, that in 
Massachusetts, there is but a single exception to that organic law 
which, in every other case, destroys slavery within her limits. That 
exception is to be found it/ che provision of the Federal Constitution, 
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for the re-capture of fugitives from labor. This provision, it was deci- 
ded, must be construed strictly. It does not extend to the case of a 
slave introduced by the master voluntarily within tho limits of Massa- 
chusetts; but is exclusively confined to those instances in which the 
8l«v« «««cp.j>««, •? a fugitive frofc z slave 'st:xtc, snd is found on her soil. 

The decision is highly valuable, and as a precedent, will have great 
weight in the determination of similar questions that may arise here- 
after. In Ohio, the question has not yet been brought before the Su- 
preme Court, 80 that the point here may be considered undecided. 
The case of the Stateof Ohio vs. J.G. Birney, so fully detailed in the Phi- 
lanthropist, has been taken up to the Supreme Court, and by it 
rpferred to the Court in Bank. It is possible a decision on this point 
may be obtained, although the case is not so suitable a one as might be 
desirable. Under every aspect, it appears highly important that the 
Court may speedily have an opportunity of settling this question, and 
may establish the same principle here as has been proclaimed by the 
judiciary of .Massachusetts. 

The'Ohio riAier is a thoroughfare for the emigrant slave holder-. 
Now he not only stops at Cincinnati with his slaves for temporary pur- 
poses, but not unfrequently passes with them through the state itself. 
The effect must be injurious on the moral sense of the community. 
A d ecision of the Supreme Court, that the constitutional provision ot 
Ohio in reference to involuntary servitude must always be supreme 
In all cases, except in the single one already alluded to, of fugitives 
from labor escaping from slave states, to within her jurisdiction, 
would exclude these offensive exhibitions and tend to preserve tlie 
free principles of her people xincorrupted, and be a peculiarly efficient 
rebuke to the spirit of slavery. In all the free states bordering on the 
elave holding regions, it must be obvious, that no lawful means should 
be neglected of securing their free institutions and the liberal prin- 
ciples of their citizens against the inroads of slavery. An impulse 
has been given to the public mind in Ohio, on various constitutional 
questions, affecting the rights of the colored people, which will speedily 
be communicated to the two neighboring states on our west; and we 
trust it will never abate until the demands of justice and humanity be 
satisfied. 

New York. Various efforts have been made this year in New 
York, by the friends of liberal principles, to efface every vestige of 
slavery from the state. A memorial was presented, couched in res- 
pectful language, praying for the enfranchisement of the free people 
of color, for the repeal of the laws ranctioning slavery, and that the 
right of trial by jury might be secured to persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves. The petition, without reference or consideration, was rejected 
on the spot. We are pleased to record, that a very respectable minori- 
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ty were opposed to this disrespectful and unusual measure. Petitions 
of the dame character, signed by large numbers of colored persoiifi ia 
Troy, New York city, Brooklyn and Albany, were subsequently pre- 
sented to the Assembly and referred, with the exception of a single 
peiiiion, which, auer boing read, was treated in the same manner as 
the first petition. The society of Friends also intei ^sted themselves 
in the presentation of similar memorials, which we believe were 
referred. All these efforts on the part of the friends of equal freedom, 
were well timed and efficient, and we cannot but believe that the repe- 
tition of them will ultimately be crowned with success. 

PKitNsyi:.VAmA. The movements in the state of Pennsylvania have 
been of such a character as to make glad the heart of the philanthropist. 
The manly tone and fearless sentiments of her Governor's message, 
contrast nobly with the degenerate spirit or time-serving sih^nce of 
the executive heads of some of the other free states. They are just 
such as were required to maintain the honor and independence of a 
free state against the exactions and encroachments of th? slave hold- 
ing spirit. Governor Pt,itner's message constitutes an era in the 
history of abolitionism in Pennsylvania* While it awakened in a 
large portion of the people of this state their ancient hatred of slavery, 
it exerted a manifest influence on the press, breathing into it the 
spif it of free discussion. We regret that the Legialaturc of this 6^.te 
has fallen short of the noble stand assumed by the Governor. A bill 
proposing to secure to persons claimed as fugitive slaves, the right of 
trial by jury, was introduced sometime during the last session in the 
House, and after giving rise to considerable discussion, was lost. A 
similar bill was the occasion of far more extended and spirited de- 
bate in the Senate, but was finally rejected. 

New Jersbt. We have seen a brief report in many highly res- 
pectable newspapers, that the Legislature of New Jersey has psijsed 
a bill of the same kind as that whose rejection in the Pennsylvania 
Legislature we have just recorded. We have seen only the simple 
statement; but although we believe it to be a fact, we trc not prepared 
to vouch for its truth. In this state, last summer, an interesting slave 
case was brought before the Supreme Court, in the trial of which, it 
was decided; Ist, that color in New Jersey is no presumption of sla- 
very; and 2d, that every person within the state is entitled to a trial 
by jury. The act of the Legislature and the decision of the Court are 
clearly in accordance with natural right and the express provisions of 
the Federal Constitution; but they as clearly conflict with the statute 
of Congress, enacted to carry into operation the clause in the consti- 
tution in relation to fugitive slaves. This statute excludes all trial by 
jury. We note these facts, because they show that the spirit of liberty 
etill survives, and is &ctiv« in many of the free state*, because they 
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;i0brd eDco\iragement to the advocatee of equal rights, and because 
ihey will probably exert a beneficial influence in bringing about & 
eimilar reformation in the iegielation and judicial administration of 
other 8tates% 

Ohio. Ohio has been the seat ot movements similar to those which 
have taken place in other of the free states. A petition from some of 
the inhabitants of Clermont county, praying that the right of trial by 
jury might be secured to every individual within the limits of the 
state, without exception, was presented to the legislature, and referred 
to the Judiciary Committee, which reported adverse to the grayer of 
the petitioners. It was the first petition of the kind, we believe, that 
has been presented; it was a single petition; the subject of the peti- 
tion had, perhaps, scarcely engaged the attention of members of the 
Assembly; and the Committee professed to be ignorant of the preva- 
lence of any abuses under the present system of reclaiming fugitives 
from labor. All these circumstances are to be considered in connec- 
tion with the denial of the prayer of the petitioners. When petitions 
shall have been multiplied, the attention of the Legislature intently 
directed to the subject, v^nd their eyes fully opened to the unconstitu- 
tionality and liability to manifold abuses of the statute, under which 
an individual abYU)st irresponsible, is constituted the sole judge of the 
most precious rights of a human being, we have little doubt that the 
prayer of the petitioners will be satisfactorily answered. 

The colored people in 0!iic, like thoir brethren in New York, are 
beginning to raise a voice in behalf of themselves. Some time during 
the last winter, they held a meeting at Cleveland, at which they 
resolved to employ an agent to procure signers to a petition for the 
repeal of the oppressive laws under which they have so long been 
suffering. A ntemorial of this kind from the colored people of Cin- 
cinnati, was presented in the Senate by Dr. Pric&. The Speaker said, 
as he did not under«!tand that this class of persons had any right of 
petition by the constitution, hQ would take the sense of the Senate 
on the question* A motion was made to receiire the petition, which 
occasioned considerable debate, and was finally laid on the table. We 
conceive that the Speaker, in this case, manifested a strange miscon- 
ception of the nature of the right of petition, which is not the pro- 
duct of constitutions or conventional agreements, but inherent in the 
nature of man. To dispute whether the colored people of the state 
have a right to petition the Legislature, allowing that the constitution, 
has made no provision in their case, for the secureraent of the right, 
is, to say the least, as absurd as if Congress had serioualy debated what 
right the Canadians had to petition that body concerning some matter 
of commercial intercourse, or what right foieign authors had to peli- 
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Aon tho GoTcrnraeat of this nation for the pasaage of an act to secure 
10 them th««*opy right of their books in the United States. 

REVIEW OF POLITICAL ACTION IN THE FREE STATES. 

On a review of all these movements, it wili be seen that abohtion- 
ists have not been inactive. When we contemplate what they have 
assailed, wo cannot but be struck with ihe minute and extended 
ramifications of the genius of slavery. In the free states, we behold 
practices entirely dissonant to the spirit of liberty, and principles 
utterly repugnant and dangerous to the permanence of free institu- 
tions. Ws ar»i, ta«ght by what muUipiied channels the system of 
slave holding ia itke south has spread its deteriorating influences over 
the public sieintlBient of the north ; and we are also taught, in how 
many ways wo Wiay not only resist, but efficiently assail this most 
alarming evil. 

POLITICAL ACTION IN THE SOUTH. 

The action of the southern states, within the last year, can- 
not minister much consolation to tho slave holder. We do not 
perceivd that their hasty and excessive zeal has yet led to the 
adoption of any settled line of policy in this, as they term it, 
alarming emergency. They are as earnest in their denunciations of 
abolitionists ae ever, and their menaces havo lost none of their asperi- 
ty ; but, for aught we can see, they are as remote now from sjiy deci- 
sion a« to what they shall do to arrest the progress of abolitionism, 
and bring the northern states into the condition of silent acquiesence 
in the perpetuation of slavery, as they were two years ago. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The governor of Sonth Carolina, in his last annual message, 
seemed to be deeply impressed with the rapid prevdence of 
abolition doctrines. He expressed his opinion, that *• the great 
body of the people of the north would finally rally under the 
banners of the abolitionists, and carry every thing before them at the 
elections/' *• The total neglect or silent indifference," with which 
the appeal of South Carolina had been treated by the northern govern- 
mente, he considered a plain indication of an alarming state of public 
opinion at the north, a state altogether unfavorable to southern inter- 
ests; and he deemed it right that discussion should now end, and 
South Carolina maintain an attitude of dignified silence and full 
preparation for ihe worst. He laid no stress on a southern convention, 
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«ui aimply suggested that Srmth Carolina should make aBolGi.ir., Icgiu 
lative declaration, that congress has no constitutional right to abo':-!; 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and ifi under no con!»titution a. 
obhgation to receive petitions from any of the states, having referenc 
to this object; and further, that whenever congress ehall pas6 an at; 
for the emancipation of slaves in the District or in the territories, 
South Carolina will feel herself absolved frc.ti all obligations of the 
federal compact, and may rightfully and peacftably withdraw from the 
Union. What has been the action of the legislature in relation to this 
part of the message, we have no means of knowing. 

PROJECT OF LEGISLATION AGAINST ABOLITIONISTS? 

Fronk the tone of this measage and the movements before mentioned, 
we conclude, that slave holderti and their abettors are becoming con- 
vinced thai ]>3nal enactments, or abridgement of the right of free 
discussion, can never be resorted to for the suppression of abohtioji- 
ists. We do, indeed, rejoice to know that the liberty of speech and of 
the press, is yet too highly venerated by the majority of northern men, 
to be offered up on the altar of slavery. So plain have becwi^e the 
manifestations of public 8entim«nt. that it would be a hajardoasi attempt 
in any legislature in a free state to make a formal attaick on this bul- 
wark of free institutions. When we call to mind, however, what 
alarming concessions have been made undey the pressure of i.lave 
holding influences, what revelations of corrupt feehng and opinbn 
have taken place in the north, during the severe trials to which abo- 
litionists hare been exposed^and how great has been the number of 
those who, from prejudice, timidity, sympathy with the oppressor, or 
for the sake of gaining some party ends, have been wiUing to violate 
every inalienable right of the adherents to the anti slavery cause, our 
joy ehould ws mingled with sorrow and mortification. We ahould 
take counsel from the past, and remember, tliat vigilance and unceas- 
ing activity alone, under the blessing or heaven, can secure us here- 
after against the machinations of our enemies, and finally crown our 
cause with complete euccesF. 

GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA. 

To the remark which commenced the foregoing paragraph, we 
behold a striking exception in the message of the lieutenant governor 
of Virginia. He stills seems disposed to rely on the patriotism of the 
north, for adopting legislative meaBi-res against abolitionists. His late 
message to the Virginia House of Delegates, bears the marks of a fer- 
tile and highly excited imagination. After indulging in a great deal of 
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poeiry concerning the machinations and designs of aboiitionis*^, he 
states it as his opinion, that if the northern people could be con- 
vinced how indispensable to the peace and security of the south was 
the iniiiittaiHte suppression of tho aboKtioniste, how unreasonable was 
their peculiar prejudice against any abridgment of the right of free 
discussion, and how intrinsically proper would be a law to punish 
those among iheni who should disturb the tranquillity and safety of 
other states, they certainly would at once acquiesce In thf reasonable 
demands of slave holders. He therefore advised forbearance on the 
part of the tsouth, and suggested the propriety of addressing a solemn 
n'emorial and remonstrance to the nou-slave holding states, admonish- 
ing them of the high and inv. /'able nature of the right of property in 
human beings—of the malign effects of abolition proceedings on both 
master and slave— of the jeopardy in which these proceedings placed 
the Union — of the intrinsic propriety of the measures required by slave 
holders from their northern brethren—and of the fatal error which infect- 
ed their minds, in supposing that one goverment lackB power to punish 
injuries inflicted by its own subjects upon the citizens of another gov- 
ernment. " When this shall have been done," he says, ** we shall 
stand acquitted before the world, of the high responsibi'ity we are 
under to do all in our power to arrest, if possible, the career of a 
fanaticism, who6e march, unchecked, is oi^er- violated faith — the dis- 
regarded rights of the south — the wreck of the \Jnion, and the pros- 
trated cause of liberty itself." 

If the suggestion of Mr. Robertson be adopted by the House of 
Delegates, the strange spectacle will be presented, of a slave holding 
state endeavoring to convince the free states of the intrinsic propriety 
of virtually abrogating some of the essential principles of their own 
organic laws, in order to punish their citizens for endeavoring to con- 
vince the people of the slave holding states, of the intrinsic propriety 
of abolishjng an institution not essential to iiberty, not created bv 
law, but incidentally recognized as lawful. In other words, a gr*ve 
legislature, in the adoption of such a remonstrance, would stand con- 
victed of the same crime, which they had charged so zealoujily upon 
abolitionists — intermeddling with domestic institutions. 

Whether Virginia has adopted the suggestion contained in the mes- 
sage, we are not apprised. We are firmly convinced that the proposed 
memorial and solemn remonstrance would have no other effect than 
to enlighten northern legislatures on the absurdities to which slavery 
will lead, and to give an increased proniinence and ftttractiveioass to 
the cause of anti slavery. 
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SiNGULAB MOVEMKNT. 

A singular movement has recently been made in this Legislature. 
In a very striking manner it showsj to what extent slave holders will 
go in the support of their peculiar system ; how many and great sac- 
rifices are demanded for its maintenance ; and to what desperation 
they are driven, at least in Virginia, by the ejffbrts of abolitioniste. 
Judge May, on the second of laet Februaiy, submitted to the House of 
Delegates an article of proposed amendments to the constitution of the 
United States. It was ordered to be printed. The amendments in 
sutetance were these : that the powers of Congress over the District 
of Columbia should not be so construed, as to authorize the abolition of 
slavery in this plac€ without the consent of tue proprietors, or of the 
states of Virginia and Maryland ; that its pow^ers for the regulation of 
internal commerce should not be so constru'»d as to authorize the pas- 
sage of any act, forbidding the transportation of slaves from one state 
into any other, in which slavery may exist; that Congress should have 
power, and it be made their duty to preventer punish any assemblage 
or association of persons in one state fbr the extinction of slavery in any 
of the other states, and to enact laws against the printing, circulating 
or transmission by mail of cny publications or pictorials, calculated to 
produce insurrection among slaves. 

Slave holders have been led into strange misconceptions of northern 
sentiment, by the violent anti-abolition excitement which haa pre- 
vailed at the north. Party spirit, cupidity, prejudice, a blind attach- 
ment to the Union, have led citizens in the free states to great lengths 
in their opposition to abolitionism, and under the influence of such 
motives their expressions hnve been sig ^aily favorable to the slave 
holder. But these motives, active ad they may have been and still 
are, would hardly withstand the strong indignation which would be 
kindled in men of every class at the north, by the ««rio;:8 proposal on 
the part of the Virginia LegislaturH, of such an amendment as the 
foregoing. Whether this body has adopted it for recommendation to 
other states, believing that three-fourths of the legislatures cf these 
states could be induced to give in their acquiescence, we have yet to 
learn. 

We may easily conceive from the above, what would be the course 
adopted by Congress against abolitionists, should the slave states ever 
gain the political ascendency. Nothing is needed but the annexation 
of Texas to the confederacy, and the ascendency will have been 
gained. Abolitionists, nay, the entire liberties of the north, will be 
at tke di«po«al of the southern aristocracy. 

4* 
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LOUISIANA 

Presents the same aspect of concern as the other slave states. The 
committee appointed to consider that part of the governor's message 
which related to a^eouthern convention, reported that the time had 
come when the measure was expedient. We do not know whether 
the report was adopted. 

SOUTHERN CONVENTION. , 

From what we can learn, the most strenuous advocates for a cofi- 
vention are chiefljr to be found in the ranks of the nullification party. 
On the other hand, that part of the people of the south, which maiu- 
tains a warai attachment to the Union, is hostile toihis measure, as one 
highly inexpedient ut the present period. We believe the Unionists 
up to this time constitute the majority. Add to this fact the confidence 
of the democratic in the south in the professions of Mr. Van fiu- 
reo, concerning slavery in the states and in the District of Columbia, 
together with their adherence to the Union, and we think there in 
satisfactory reason for believing that the project of a southern con- 
vention will, at least for the present, be deferred. The probability us, 
that there will always be a diversity of opinion in the oouth concerning 
this movement. It will be a topic of discussion and division. And 
should those who favor it ever gain the ascendency, still the minority 
will bo so large as to counteract, to a great extent, the effects of any 
rash decision to which such a convention mi^)M lead. 

ARKANSAS. 

The first session of the late Congress witnessed ;ne admission of 
another slave state into the Union. In Arkansas, the attempt^has 
been made to lay the foundation of slavery so deep that it shall put 
to defiance every effort for its subversion. If the Legislature should 
feel disposed to pass an act of emancipation, the consent of the propri- 
etor must first be obtained ; if the proprietor himself would release his 
slaves, he must first obtain legal permission. No plea can justify the 
conduct of the United States in admitting this member to their fellow- 
ship. If slavery be a crime, the act of arimission involves us as a 
nation in its guilt. This act we consider r. moral sanction on the part 
of the whole United states to the syf.eai of slavery ; for it was iu 
their power to grant or withhold the privileges of the Union. It may be 
said that the right of Arkan>:-j»c lo be received ss a slave state, was 
secured by the Missouti cf/mpromise bill, of 1822. But the compro- 
mise no more justifies our conduct in this instance, than one sin can 



R^ori of the Executive CommiUee, 



43 



justify any immoral act, its own legitimate product. The compromise 
itself, convicts this nation of being a slave holding nation. It was » 
voluntary surrender, by tho free Btates^ of all right on their part— a 
right which had belonged to them in common with the slave holding 
it&tes — to prevent the establishment of elavery In any state which, 
might l>e formed south of a certain line : and it was a pledge on thair 
part to admit into a common fellowship with them such state, no mat- 
ter how deeply contaminated by Uie evil of slavery. The surrender 
and the pledge were alike criminal. The admission of Arkansas 
cannot, therefore, on the ground of such a surrender and pledge, b© 
justified. It rather augments than lessens the guilt of compromise; 
seeing it is a new product of it, tends to confirm it, and indicates in 
the people a persistence in transgression which is inexcusable. 

TEXAS. 

As the slave holding spirit was gratified the first session of the late 
CongresSr by the addition of another slave state to the confedera- 
cy, so this session it has achieved a fresh triumph in the recognition 
of the independence of Texas. W^ ^ p, i^, \ n copsid ered that oaae of 

t^ f^hinf rmifrnof Tfliin iniittrrBti i m i m i l inl i i^ itimn n f ai m 

vegy by t he Mexican .QaXtJint^^ti ^tll^l^H.^^^j^I'^y actwi in it 

ytaclung her^ieYfiUfi^ pfOY|fl,pei and that itfl jmmmity to, tl^e, United 
^'teteeT tKe warm and active sympathy g^ jf^TAWfid ^ *hp iWnUnmiiii.itff 
^^jjjJffLij^^'^^ Qf-fe»?inff-inHtitiitinnfl and iittprafltH wit^ gj^vft 
holding por ^o3ao£jmL^g<'Afltfyf ^ffd avowed desire tn hn ftBnfij*^ 
ULlbe8e_8 tater, all ren fiere^jj yti^y ilnTf rnmrTit pflrnliirty ohmByinnn tf 
^us£icionjU 

t o say no m ore, b* * ^ been haf *y ftTifl '"'Witf^ But to our minds, the 
proceeding conveys more than this. It is an additional evidence of 
the predominsjice of a pro-slavery snirit in the national councils; and 
additional evidence of the low tone'of national sentiment in affairs 
involving the most precious of human rights. No nation, imbued 
with a ju8t feeling of regard for suffering humanity, with a noble 
hatred of oppression, would have been in so great haste to do honor 
to a governraunt which owed its origii) in part, to a love of slavery^ 
and had signalized its attachment to this system of oppression, by 
making it a part of its first business to establish it throughout its ter- 
ritory. Next year may bring up the question of the annexation of 
this country to the -United States. The general sentiment of the 
south, for many obvious reasons, is in favOT of the measare: publ-'c 
opinion at the north is neither so enlightened nor united on the qae«»- 
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tion, a8 is desirable. If upon no other principle than that of opposing 
the exteu6ion of slavery, abolitionists should unite as one man in the 
most vigilant and vigorous efforts against it. Whatever may- be the 
result of bringing the question before Congress, ive may at least anti- 
cipate this benefit from it. It will introduce and subject to the most 
ample discussion, the whole |, round of slavery, and its bearings upon 
th& interests of the north and south. So far then as free discussion 
will be advantageous, abolitionists, in this instance, will probably have 
abundant reason for being grateful to slave holders, who, in many 
cases, have been the instruments, blindly indeed, of eliciting the 
most severe investigation of their tenure of human ** property." 

CONGRESS. 

Congress during the late session, has been the scene of movements 
peculiarly interesting to the abolitionist. Petitions for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in tho district of Columbia, fir more nu- 
merous than at any former period since the rise of abolitionism, were 
sent in from all the free states. The number of petitioners counted, 
w^ mors than one hundred and ten thousand. One among the first 
of the petitions was fairly received. Objections wtre raised to the 
reception of othera, but various devices were resorted to with the 
view of evadkig a direct vote on the question. Mr. Pinckney's reso- 
lution had not extended j beyond the limits of the preceding session; 
and it became necessary, as the petitions poured in upon them, to 
dispose of them all by a summary process. Thie process, too, must 
be one of compromise. The more ardent of the slave holders denied 
the right of petition on the subject, and demanded that the petitions 
be not received. A fow, chiefly from the north, would have them not 
only received, but referred to a committee for consideration and report. 
A third, and the largest part, composed on the one hand of moderate 
slave holdei-8, aiid on the other of representatives from the free states, 
distinguished for their moderate ^tachment to the principles of liberty, 
devised a compromise resolution ,^hich, while it maintained the form 
of the right of petition, denied ito power. It wa« idupted by a large 
majority, |^d laid ail petitions or memorials, relating in any way to 
the subject of slavery, on the table, prohibiting ail further action there- 
on. The resolution was obviously a virtual denial of the right of 
petition. It excluded, according to the construction of the speaker, 
the reading of the petitions ani all debate upon them. The speaker, 
moreover, assumed to himself, the exclusive prerogative of determin- 
ing whether any petition presented^ did or did not relate to slavery; 
and in i> . exercise of this ^)rerogative> he, at one time decided, that 
a pstitica agaiast the recognition of Texas came within the action of 
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the resolution, and at another, that the petition of Lutheran ministerB 
fram New York, praying the extension of ;he principle* of the decia 
ration of independence to all persons in the distklct, was .«!ispo8ed of 
by the same resolution. By these devices, it is plain, that not only 
the right of petition, but the freedom of d«bate in the House wao pal- 
pably abridged. The object of slave holders was thus obtained. Sla- 
very was not to be exposed to light on the floor of Congiees; all dis- 
cussion was excluded. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

John Quincy Adams, to whom every patriot should freely award 
the tribute due to wisdom, years crowned with honor, 8Tid a love of 
freedom indomitable, stood forth on this occasions the champion of 
rights, so ilagitiousiy assailed. Vast numbers of petitions cent to him 
from the dici/ict he represented, ftom his own state, and many other 
frbe states, w^re ail faithfully presented, one by one, and he left no 
effort untried to procure for them a fair hearing and respectful atten* 
tion. His earnest and repeated attempts to be heard on the right of 
petition, were as earnestly and repeatedly withstood; and it seemed as 
if Congress had effectually closed the door on all agitation of the exci- 
ting question. But vain are the mightiest efforts to hold captive the 
spirit-of free discussion. A door was anexpectedly opened by slave 
holders themselves. When they leai^ thought of it, they furnished 
Mr. Adams with the very meano by which, at length he accomplished 
what he had sought and they had avoided, so long and so studiously. 
A petition was put into his hand, purporting to be from slaves, and 
praying that he and his associates might be expelled from the House. 
Whatever might have been the design of this forgery, forsuch it was, 
and the device of southern men; whether to deride Mr. Adams, or 
dare him to present sunh a petiiiou, tbot some chance might offer for 
bringing him under censure, it became in its results, a most important 
circumstance. 

Mr. Adams said he held in his hand, a petition purporting to be 
from slaves, and lusked the speaker whether it would come within 
the action of the resolution already spdien of. The speaker said it 
was a novel question, and it would be proper to take the senso of 
the House. The excitement which had been so long pent up, now 
broke forth. The slave holding members became exceedingly irrita- 
ted, and blinded by passion, were for adopting the most violent meas- 
ures against Mr. Adams. In their inconsiaerate zeal, they transcended 
every rule of decorum, and for some time the tumult was so great as 
to bid defiance to the efforts of the reasonable part of the memben to 
restore order. Censure, and even expulsion were seriously talked of; 
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arid Mr. Waddy Thompson, member from South Carolina, openly 
threatenad him wiih an indictment, as felon and incendiary, before 
the grand jury of the district of Coluniuia! At length censure was 
solemnly proposed in the form of a series of resolutions, aa a punish- 
ment by no means too severe for such an outrage as Mr. Adams was 
affirmed to have committed. The absurdity and injustice of a majori- 
ty of the slave holding members, were strikingly illustrated by the 
fact, that the reprobatory resolutions proposed to censure an individual 
for presenting a petition froih slaves for the abolition of slavery in the 
district of Columbia, when neither did the petition pray for this object, 
nor as yet had it been presented. Their defects soon became so palpa- 
ble, that amendrocrpt upon amend nmnt was suggested, until at length 
they weres o framed as, while they involved questions bearing upon the 
right of petition, to cast only implied censure on Mr. Adams. 

This gentleman now claimed to be heard in his own defence. He 
had been the subject as well as occasion of all the resolutions brought 
forward, and it was but bare justice that he should have the privilege 
of speaking in his own behalf. The privilege, although not without 
considerable opposition, was granted; and, in a' masterly effort, he not 
only fully sustained himself and exposed the absurdities of his antag- 
onists, but set forth in a peculiarly lucid and conclusive manner, the 
grounda and true nature of the jfight of petition. After a great deal 
of animated debate, in v/hich many of the northern members and 
certain of the Virginia and Kentucky delegations, manifested an 
vdent and generous zeal on the side of truth and freedom, the reso- 
lutions were lost by an overwhelming majority. 

DEEP EXCITEMENT. 

After the failure of the resolutions, a deep excitement pervaded the 
ranks of the slave holding members. They affected to believe that 
the vote of Congress was a virtual declaration of the right of petition 
in slaves. Party spirit now began to operate, party fears were awa- 
kened, and it was thought proper to make some conciliatory movement. 
The rejected resolutions were called up for reconsideration; and, after 
being so amended to convey not the slightest imputation against 
John Quincy Adams, as to affirm that slaves have not the right of 
petition secured to them by ihe federal constitution, and also to de- 
clare the reception of petitions from slaves opposed to the dignity 
the House, the rights of the south, and the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, they were j.^ed. . 

The first vote we consider to be the true exponent of the opinions 
of a large majority of the House. It was a vote taken during a stats 
of feeling, in which members, for a time, stood emancipated from the 
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shacklea of party. The second vote, we have little dotibt, was chiefly 
sustained on party grounds. Members had descended from that ele- 
vated tone of sentiment which so well became them as the represen- 
tatives of freemen, and once more submitted their minds to the uni- 
form and diBcipUne of party. 

THE DEBATE BENEFICIAL. 

We have been thus particular in our notice of this proceeding, be- 
cause we conceive it has exerted and is destined stil! to exert an 
important influence on the prevalence of anti slavery principles. The 
discussion elicited by it, has served 6tiU further to demonstrate the 
deadly hostility of the genius of slavery to all those -rights which are 
consecrated in the hearts of a free people ; and the demonstration has 
been made precisely where it was most needed — in the national coun- 
cil, before the eyes of men almost blinded by motives of expediency and 
partisan partialities ; before the eyes of the whole nation; in the view 
of the entire civilized world. 

This discussion has taught slave holders that evon their most zealoas 
friends at the north cannot sympathize with them beyond a certain 
limit; that they have not yet rid themselves of the idea the* :;Uves are 
men; and that hardened as these friemds may be by political oontestB, 
blinded as they are by party ambition, there is a point beyond which 
even they will rise up in resistance to the exactions of the slave hold- 
ing spirit. Plain indinationR Were also givcri that the »oulh is not a 
unit; that many of her representatives are hostile to all attempts at 
disunion; and that southern menaces are apt to abate, when the 
north speaks out in that tone which its dignity and Becurity demand. 

Above all, this discussion has placed abolitionism in the estimation 
of a large portion of the community, on a higher ground than it was 
thought to occupy before. It has made it more clearly p.nd widely 
apparent than ever, that the principles of abolition are identical with 
the essfsntial principles that lie at the basis of social organization in the 
north; and that slavery, in its attacks upon the former, becomes the 
bold invader of the latter. 

c 

MARTIN VAN BUREN. 

The course pursued by Mr. Van Buren in relation to abolitionism, 
O'.ght not to create surprise. F->r the pledges made to the south in his 
inaugural message and the tone of his remarks concerning the present 
a.nti slavery excitement, we were fully prepared by reference io pre- 
vious acts in his political career. This message will hardly be a seri- 
ous obstacle in the way of abolitionists, although the tone in which he 
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speaks of the outrages to which they have be«n subject, wiil undoubt- 
edly instigate their persecutors to additional violence. 

The fact will stand oat as a curious one on the page of history, that 
in the nineteenth century, the only pledge the newly elected Presi- 
dent of the freeest republic on earth deemed it expedient to inake 
with a view of retaining and gaining adherents was, to perpetuate the 
slavery of six thousand human beings, even in d>ect opposition to 
a majority in both the legislative branches of the Govt*ment. How 
strongly this fact bespeaks the infection of our republic, by tho spirit 
of slavery, we leave every one to judge for himself. 

PERSECUTION. 

During the past year, the spirit of persecution has displayed itself 
in aggravated outrages against abolitionists, in various parts of our 
country, but especially in this state. The narrative of the operations 
of the Cincinnati mob is already before the public. The violent pro- 
ceedings against our press, and members of the Executive Committee 
constitute an example of a cool, deliberate, systematic invasion of pri- 
vate right and public peace, almost without a precedent in the history 
of this republic. They were not the result of impulse, not the sudden, 
unpremeditated outbursts of popular fury. Men of every class, every 
degree, of most dissimilar habits, religious and irreligious, were deeply 
concerned in them. Party differences were laid aside; sectarianism 
forgot her jealousies, and men who had never mingled together be- 
fore, felt an unwonted sympathy wiih each other in tho common deter- 
mination to arrest the publication of the Philanthropist. 

PREDISPOSING CAUSE OF MOBS. 

The predisposing cause of mobs in all countries, is the licentious- 
ness of the populace. There is a certain class in every community to 
whom the restraints of law and good order are irksome. They re- 
joice "o be unfettered, and their delight is to work mischief. So long, 
howover, aa the better classes manifest a wholesome regard for th« 
laws and a determined abhorrence of the slightest trespass upon them, 
licentiousness is held in check. But let them, in any case, speak 
lightly of legal restraint, indulge prejudice or hatred to such an extent 
tkai it becomes apparent, they prefer tumultuous violence to tho 
undisturbed prosperity of the objects of their dislike, and presently 
the effect of such conduct begins to be visible. The multitude tak« 
tlie hint, are agitated, give indications of meditated outrage, and then 
rush forth in a career of open violence. Recent experience in this 
ctTjiitry has demonstrated that the conservatism of our better classes 
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is not impeccable, aud that an American populace i« as liable to com- 
motion as the populace of the raoat corrupt countries. 

OTHER CAUSES. 

But additional circumstances must be taken into consideration, in 
explaining the frequency and virulence of the mobe against abolition^ 
ists. The two leading causes which operate on the more respectable 
portions of the <Jommunity, so as to induce them, at times, virtually to 
proscribe and outlaw the advocates of anti slavery, are interest, and 
prejudice against the colored man. With the populace, interest has 
less to do than prejudice and a blind atUchment to the Union. Whea 
unenlightened, idolatroue regard for the Union has indeed been 
actively operative on men of high and low degree, inducing them to 
entertain feelings of strong animosity towards abolitionism, which 
they have imagined to be a scheme subversive in its tendencies of 
the integrity of this republic. 

CINCINNATI. 

Tn Cincinnati, the action of all these causes was peculiarly manifest. 
Its commerce, in various ways, is intimately and extensively involved 
with the south, and within a short period preceding the mob, plans 
were in progress to multiply and strengthen its commercial connec- 
tions with the southern markets', so that a strong pecuniary interest 
rose up against the agitation of any question which threatened to 
disturb the harmony between the city and her southern neighbors. 
The strife which then prevailed betw^een the two great political par- 
ties, each party endeavoring to conciliate southern favor by its severe 
reprobation of abolitionism, augmented the existing excitement against 
abolitionists. Add to these circumstances the common feeling of 
prejudice against the negro, and we have a fair representation of the 
leading motives, so far as we can judge, which prevailed on many of 
the influential citizens of Cincinnati to adopt a system of proscription 
against abolitionists. This prejudice, it should be remarked , is pecu- 
liarly strong in Cincinnati, from obvious causes. The c?ty is greatly 
j southernized in feeling by its proximity and multiplied relations to the 
I slave holding states, and a considerable part of its^population is com- 
j pofjed of emigrants from those states, who bring with them their 
accustomed ideas of the negro's degradation. We will not say that 
other and less inexcusable motives had no share in the instigation of 
the outrages against our press. Undoubtedly, a few might have 
lieli(^\d that a just regard for the interests of the south and for the 
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preservation of the federal Union warranted a resort to 'violence, in 
order to suppress abolitionism. 

RESULT. 

All these malign influences had their appropriate effeet. Abolition- 
ists were hated » reviled , misrepresented and proserilwd. Their 
schemefl were denounced as incendiarj, revolutionary^ destructive of 
the vital interests of the nation, subversive of the Union, calling 
loudly for the eflicient, counteracting interposition of every true 
patriot. Suitable measures were taken to arouse the prejudice and 
indignation of the populace. Abolitionists were stigmatized as a few, 
obscure interlopers, foreigners hostile to our institutions, traitors with 
hands defiled by British gold, amalgamation ists, &c. The political 
papers of the city, with r single exception, teemed with abuse, and 
one press was untiring in its advocacy of a resort tj popular violence. 
Its incendiary voice was unrebuked ; the spirit of toleration seemed 
to have forsaken the community. Midnight placards were posted up, 
in ominous language, warning abolitioniets to desist from the prose- 
cution of their enterprise; and at one time a handbill appeared, offer- 
ing a reward, in peculiarly offensive terms, for the person of a member 
of the executive committee. All this passed unrebuked by a single 
token of disapprobation in any portion of the community. 

Under such powerful stimulants, the licentious spirit of the multi- 
tude was fully aroused. The result is known. A public meeting 
was called ; influential citizens were present and engaged in \v 
proceedings. A mob followed ; respectable citizens had adopted a 
course of conduct that inevitably led to it, and yet declined to inter- 
pose to arrest its career of violence. 

BRIEF REVIEW. 

The first thought that strides the mind, on a review of the various oc- 
currences we have noticed, is the multiplicity of objects which eng'xge 
the attention of abolitionists. A little reflection will auiBce to show 
that, in attending to such object?, they have in no degree diverged 
from their original, great det^ign — the exiinction of slavery. The 
effects of this evil are not confined to the slave holding region, hut 
arc fe;li.in many ways tiiroughout the free states, and their existence 
liere ciearly tends to energize and perpetuate the whole system. To 
direct effort to the rernovnl of tlie eff' cts, is one of the best means ol 
circuniscribini^ ;.nd finally exiinguibhing the system iteulf. Alwlition. 
ists believe that the corrupting influences of slavery are to seen in 
the silmce of a inujoritv of th.' rioriii' rn churches in relation to sia- 
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very, and. the absolute recession of many of them frohi t\i6 nobie 
ground they once maintained on this subject ; in the refusaJi. of Con- 
gress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, knd Its. virtual 
denial of the right of petition as it regards this legitimate subject; in 
the present mode of recapturing fugitives from labor; in ihfe UigKst 
and oppressive laws of many of the states agaii st colored <sit\'^eme\ In. 
the proscriptive legislation i.i some places againi:t abolitionists; and in 
the raoditated invasion of theii most sacred rights ander teyal forms, and 
the actual invasion of them by mobs. In these and muay other vrays, 
has the spirit of slavery been actually operating, and in these ways it 
ia to be met and repelled. Let the entire I'.hurch in the free states 
be redeemed from all compromise with slavery — let its anathemas be 
uttered without reservation and without ceasing against the entire 
system of oppression — let Congress entertain petitions for the eman- 
cipatioix of slaves within the limits of their constitutional jurisdiction, 
and remove the evil complained of—- let the right of trial by jury be 
secured to the person claimed as a fugitive slave—let color no longer 
be a badge of infamy, a presumption of slavery, or a bar to citizen- 
ship — let the right of assembling together to consult for the common 
good, the liberty of speech and of the press, and the sacredness of the 
mail, no longer be menaced by legislatures or outraged by popular fury— 
and let it be known to the holder of slaves that the very moment he 
causes his slave to put his foot on any part of the free soil of the north, 
that moment *<his chains ftdl off »;nd slavery expires and it is plain, 
southern slavery would be shaken to its very foundation ; the year of 
jubilee to the captive could not long linger. 

All these, then, are legitimate objects. They are objects which 
abohtionists, if they would be consistent, must not cease to con- 
tend for. 

AN APPROPRIATE ANSWER. 

The review furnishes an appropriate answer, we conceive, to 
the charge made against abolitionists of interfering with the domestic 
institutions of the south. Slavery first interfered with the doni»^tic 
institutions of the north. It has no attribute that can harmonize with 
the exemplifications of free principles ; and in every possible mode 
it has alloyed the spirit of northern liberty, perverted the application 
of principles acknowledged to lie at the basis of northern institutions, 
and corrupted the sentiments of northern people. Slavery has been 
the aggressor, and abolitionism ia, in reality, a scheme of defensive 
warfare against its inroads. It assails slavery, because it has been the 
aggressor; it assails it, because its influence must ever be destructive 
to iiw liberty of vho north ; it assails it, because in pleading for the 
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ensancipation of the slave, it becomes the strong tower of the liberties 
of the free. . 

"We al^o lefixn that tnis proud republic requires regeneration. The 
principles on which her political institutions are based, are almost 
fauLlt^es .in character ; the same cannot be said of her practices The 
l;>usi;ft^of. ^bolitionistB is to strike at those corruptions in legislation 
or pohcy which do not conform to the beautiful theory of our social 
organization — to make this republic as free in fact, as it is in hypotheais. 
Our report shows in how many points the primary principle, that all 
men are created free and equal, has failed to exert its legitimate influ- 
ence on the social condition of even the free sKslUb ; and how diversi- 
fied and ardent have been the labors of abolitio: tntB to bring this prin- 
ciple to bear universally. In many, in nearly aik the inetances men- 
tioned, they have been at once defeated and victorious. They have 
not gained the points contended for, but they have made| rapid 
advances towards them. Only let these efforts be as steady as they 
hare been timely and ardent, and we shall soon have to record, thai 
the legislation of our country, instead of being inequitable and incon- 
sistent, is pervaded by that wisdom which is without partiality 'ini 
hypocrisy. 

CONCLUSION. 

Your committee, in conclusion, would say, thai while in the aspect 
of the times they see much to awaken tlie liveliest concern and zeal, 
they see nothing to depress the hopes of the true philanthropist. They 
will not venture the opinion that the severest conflict is over. They 
deem it not improbable, that more fearful perils await abolitionists 
than any that have yet befallen them. The spirit of persecution is 
still active in nearly all the free states, and in Ohio it has recently dis- 
played itself in acts of a peculiarly ferocious character. But its very 
ferocity furnishes ground for the belief that its reign will be short, 
llie reaction of the virtuous mass of the community will be speedy in 
proportion to the proecriptive violence of the mob. However nume- 
rous and severe the trials that may be in renervation for us, we still 
have sufficient confidence in the strength of the awakening virtue ol 
the people of the free states, in the fortitude of abolitionist^i, in the 
power of truth, and, above all, in the ruling energy of an all wise 
God, to believe that the despoiiBm of the majority will speedily be over- 
tlirown, and that, within a comparatively short period, the doctrine^^ 
and spirit of abolitionism will pervade the mass of the people in the 
non slave holding states- We are not willing to ascribe the strenuous 
opposition in these states, encountered by the anti slavery cauEe. to 
any aflfection for the principle of slavery; nor do we construe it into 
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an indication of a general disaffection to free principles. Misconcep- 
tion of tiie true nature of abolitionism, exce 58 of synipatliy for tbe 
wlave holder, and other more reprehensible motivea, may, during the 
paroxysm of excitement, have impelled to the public expression 
of sentimentis and feelings, peculiarly humiliating to the sincere and 
enlightened patriot. But this is an unnatural condition of things: it 
cannot endure long. Abolitionism "will poon be better understood; 
inordinate sympathy for the slave holder will not long mislead the 
citizens of the free states. The people of th« north and west will 
yet rally with fresh devotion around iheir free institutions, prizing 
liberty the more, that, in an hour of unnatural excitement, they had 
been beguiled into an apparent approbation of American slavery. In 
some places, as we have seen, this [yeholesome reactirn has already 
commenced. One year ago, in Massachusetts, the anti abolition ex- 
citement would have prevented the passage of the resolutions, 
adopted at the last session of its legislature, protesting against the 
course of Congress in relation to abolition petUions. The people of 
other states will soon perceive the absurdity of permitting their hatred 
of abolitionism to lessen their attachmv.nt to their own institutions, or 
to induce neglect of the means nec^sary to F^cure them against 
insult and injury. When they shall thus )iave recovered their wonted 
tone of feeling, then may we expect that the auti slavery cause will be 
known, valued and embraced according to its real merits. 



STATEMENT OF THE LOCAL OPERATIONS OF THE EXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE OF THE OHIO STATE ANTI SLAVERY 
SOCIETY. 

It is proper to make a brief statement of the operations of your 
committee from the time of their appointment up to this period. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the society at its last anniversary, an 
arrangement was effected, May 3, 1836. with Mr. Birney, publisher of 
the Philanthropist, by which this paper became the property and the 
organ of the Ami Slavery Society of Ohio, under the editorial man- 
agement of its former proprietor. The cost of its pripvmg, at this 
time, was not above the ordinary rates. 

Measures were taken immediately after the adjournment of the 
society, for the publication of its anniversarf proceedings. Two 
thousand copies were published of the full report of ita proceedings, 

5* 
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laeHiding Rt.ftkin'8 Address to the C^hurchea, and Thome's Address 
10 the Ladies of Ohio. Each of these Addresses "was also published, 
in a separat© form, to the extent of three thousand copies. 

In the judgment cf the committee, it was tltou^ht expedient to 
establish, in Cincinnati, a depository for the more effeetaal uisBemina- 
tion of anti slavery principles, through the Tnedium of books, pamphlets 
a»d papers. With this view, the stock of publications on hasd at the 
Depository of th"; Cincinnati Anti Slavery Society, was purehased, 
aad orders were forwarded to tbo American Anti Slavery Society, at 
JSew York, ifbr a various assortment of books, &c. which ircr© eubee- 
qtaently received. 

During the session of the general conference in Cincinnati, the very 
interesting proceedings took ^lace, to which aliusion har ak*«ady been 
iftade. The Rev. Orange Scott delivered, on this occasion, a speech, 
Which he subsequently reported, togetJier with a brief account of so 
tnneh of the debate as was connected with it- The speech possessed 
^eat merit ; and in view of the influence it would probably exert on 
msna^rs of the conference and of the Methodist chtupch generally, 
the eommittee fe^t themselves wairanted is publishing it. One tbon- 
eopiM were printed in p^timikhlM form, and for ^« mo»t part dis- 
t*«ibeted gratuitously. 

Subsequently, a report of the whole debate on the sulsgect of Btoderi) 
abolitionism in this body, was published from notes taken on the spot 
by the present editors of the paper. In this measure, the committee 
feit themselves justified, when tliey considered the singular develop- 
ments to which the debate gave rise, and the probable effects it woiild 
have on the community, by reason of the commanding position occu- 
pied by the Methodist Episcopal Church. It was printed in pamphlet 
form to the number of three thousand copies. 

In the latter part of July, a number of persons at midnight, broke 
iiito the building in which our printer had placed his press, and injured 
tliis so much, that a new one became necessary. The, Sum required 
for procuring it was advanced by the commuiee. Not long after the 
Rioting offiee and depository were destroyed by a inoh, wlMch occa- 
sioned great loss to the comnuttee- 

The committee now resolved to suspend the publication of the Phi- 
l«».bthropi8t, until circumstances should warrant its resumption. Mean- 
while ft narrative of the riotous proceedings, anterior 4o, aakl accom- 
psnying the destruction of the press, was prepared «im1 pc^lished by 
ihe oommitt«e, in pamphlet form. Four thousand tiopies of it were 
struck off, and h large portion of them distributed gratuitously. 

■In the interval, also, the committee engaged, as lecturers an anti- 
iWavery , the Hev. James H. Dickey, and the Rev. (David (Easartman. The 
ftomer operated 'for twcs and the latter .for ihr«e Gaamhift,4fee sakry of 
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each being at the rate of $600 per annum and travelling expenses. We 
have reason lo believe thai their labors were.attended with good Bff&GU 

At length, in September, the resumption of the publication of the 
Philanthropist was resolved on. Mr. Pugh wue again employed ; but 
prudence, as well as the imposaibility of procuring a euitablo hoase 
for printing operations, owing to the unwillingness of people to risk 
their property fbr anti slavery purposes, induced the ooniraitt<»e to se- 
lect Springborough, Warren county, a© the most eligible place for the 
mechanical execution of the paper. The expenses incurred by ike 
ramovai of the printing apparatus to this place, and its subsequejpt 
return to Cincinnati, were considerable. The coet of printing was 
also increased, incidental expenses were multiplied, and as the paper 
was wtill mailed in Cincinnati, its delivery in this place wae^a source ^ 
an additional weekly expense. The cost and inconvenience at length 
became so burdensome, that the committee deemed it advisable to close 
the contract, and compensate the printer for any damages he might 
suffer from such a measure. The damages were estimated at $200^ 
Uy arbitrators, which sura was rendered to Mr. Pugh without delay. 

Very soon after the resurapiion of the publication of the Philaniltio- 
pist, at the request of Mr. Eirney, and by the ?Appointment of the e;^ 
ctttive committee, the present corresponding secretary of tho societjr, 
was associated with the senior editor, in the editorial managemexu .9^ 
^e paper, and he was also commissioned to auperintend the busiaese 
concerns of the society. C. K. Bushneli had been previously ^unployc^ 
in the Depository, and G, Bailey had been appointed corresponding se- 
cretary, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of A.Watties. 
Both these were employed at regular salaries — C. K. Bushneli at ^1400, 
and G. Bailey at $600 per annum. 

A new printer was now engaged; bat as the committee had con- 
cluded not to suffer themselves in future to be trar. ''oelled by guaran- 
tees, they found it necessary to substitute a weekly per centage on the 
bill rendered by the printer, as an equivalent for his risk. The per 
centage increased very considerably the cost of publication ; but as it 
was to terminate at the end of six months, they thought it would be 
better than to grant a guaranty, which would lay them more open to 
the assaults of tlie mob. 

About this time, Dr. Channing addressed a letter to Jas. G. Birney, 
with which the society is already acquainted. Under the impressioj^ 
that an extensive circulation of this letter would be productive of 
much benefit, a large pamphlet edition of it was printed. 

Sometime in March, Mr. Donogh, our printer, becoming dissatisfied 
at the terms on which he had engaged to print the paper^ desired a 
guaranty against damages. This was refused, the connexion between 
us dissolved, and new printers were engaged, the same who are oow 
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employed in the execution of the paper. These print without per 
centage or guaranty ; but owing to the sinallnesB of the type they use, 
and the consequently greater amount of matter contained in the paper, 
the cost of printing is a few doliars higher than it would otherwise be. 

The latst publication of your committee is the speech of Mr. Chase, 
in the rticent slave case in Cincinnati, of which a full account has 
been given in the columns of the Philanthropist. This speech ihey 
conoidered a sound and vigorous argument, well calculated to enlighten 
the public mind, on various important ca!istitutional questions, affect- 
ing the re-capture of fugitive slaves, and the righta of our colored 
citizens; and to prepare the way for the establishment of the right of 
trial by jury IN ALL CASES, and a repeal of the oppressive sta- 
tatee in relation to the free people of color. A pamphlet edition of two 
thousand copies was issued, and distributed extensively, not only is 
Ohio, but in the two states wost of it, as well as in other states. 

In December last, the state of the treasury made it nece«9ary to 
employ a ^inancial agent. M. R. Robinson was employed in tbie 
character by the committee at the Uoual salary, with instruetiooe to 
collect unredeemed pledges, obtain donations, procure subBcribera to 
the Philanthropist, and by lecturing, and in every proper way, promote 
t'h.e interests of the auti slavery cause in ihle state. So faithfully did he 
perform the duties of hie appointment, and so impc^ant was such an 
agency, that on the expiration of the term for which he was appointed, 
his commission was renewed, and he is now in the en .T>}oyment of the 
committee.* 

It now remains that we Ehould inform t|ie society oi' .he institution 
of legal proceedings against the rioters engaged in the destruction of 
the press iast summer. Suits were comroenced in the course of the last 
fall, and counsel employed. Th j trials, it is euppoiied, will come on at 
the June term of the court of common pleas for Hamilton county. This 
measure was enjoined by a regard to future security, as well as to the 
int&rests of the society, of whose property the committee were the 
trustees. ^ 

The executive coinmittee have not been idle. They have contend- 
ed, and are still contending under great disadvantages, against a 
strong and almost relentless opposition, for the maintenance of their 
position and operations in Cincinnati. They trust that the simple 
statement they have given of the objects to which they have appro- 
priated the monies of the society, will be at once satisfectory to mem- 
bers, and a motive with them to prompt and liberal contributions. 



• Mr. Robinson having resigned ixnmcdittely after the aDniretMry, Mr. Weed 
it nov acting ia his place. 



OF THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE COLORED PEOFLE IN 
CINCINNATI. BY AMZI D. BARBER, APRIL «7, 1837. 

The writer of this report feels it a duty that be owes to hirwelf, the 
colored people, and the friends of the schools, to say he never expected 
o be called upon to make a statement of this kind ; hence he bae BOt 
tept a record of facts that would have been highly intereating. 

For an account of the oppreaaive laws, crueltlea, frauda, and disabi- 
ities of Tariotts kind*, t« which thia class of the cwnmunity have b«en 
subject— owing to s cruel and relentless prejudice, and to the ignoranee 
and weakness of this peiypla, as a whole-«individuals are referred to 
:he Putnam report of 1836. On these subjects that feport is a t»1u- 
abie dooument. 

Although it is trwty in every particular, yet so far «8 it relates to ibf 
character of the people, it presents only the bright tide of the pictuie. 
Their character, then^ had not been fully developed. That report wa» 
made bef<^e the novelty of elevation had passed o^. 

Having been shut up is the prison of oppression— «bpended in nson- 
tal and moml darkneas, as might be expected, tbj sunlight of kindness, 
scienca and religion, daazled their eyes. Every energy was arotiwd, 
and every nerve exerted. But the novelty has passed *w*y : it is iww» 
a *o6«r reality. To break up old habits and form new ones— 1«* give 
up bng cherished prejudices—to subdue and bring into happy aubsei- 
viency the paaeions, so long nurtured by oppression — to act from ; 
cip?o instead of impuber~to root out growing jealousy and cold- 
hearted neglect, and to cherish brotherly love, kindness, meek- 
aoss, benevolence and humility ; is a work that calls for »e{frde* 
■n-jfm^, per»e*>erin^ and frolracttd effwt. It is no trivial affair to 
pic^ck out right eye tint. Many were willing to follow the Saviour, 
wheit hosannah*d by the multitude ; but when they found that they 
must give up ail for Christ, *» they walked no mor with him." Thus 
we might expect it would be with the colored people. When they 
supposed their friends were about to take theui in their arms, and 
carry them up the hill of elevation, their united voice was " we mil 
go;** but when they understood that they must climb the ascent — 
must **/o»/ etnd be tirong;" some said " this is a hard saying, who can 
hear iti" It is not meant by thia that the colored people have ceased 
to regard the teachers as their friends, or to repose confidence in them. 
Far from it. During the ♦« reign of terror" in Cincinnati, the Presi- 
dent of a certain society was bribed to aitach the names of the mem^ 
bers of the society to some odious resolutions, severely censuring the 
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abolitionists, and wishing ihern to ha ve no more to do with the colored 
people. Never was there a more indignant people. A meeting of the 
socieiiy was i^v;>Dediately called, the president expslled, and a dis- 
claimof published in the city papers, although by so doing they endan- 
gered their property and lives. 

What «v'o mean is this; — that some of the colored people love their 
sirjs too we;i to be elevated. It would require a moral earthquake to 
induce scjiie of ihern to arouse from their lethargy, and put away their 
iniquities. 

Slavery and thr*. northern prejudice constitute a high school for the 
cuit( vattoii of deceU and every etil patiiort. The institution is liberally 
endowed, and well furnished with professors and apparatus. As the 
various arts of deception and the cultivation of the passions, are the 
' only eci«nce6 taught, as might be expected, the pupils are thoroughly 
Versed in these studies. 

Such has been the school in which this class of our citizens has been 
ti-ained. If we sow to the passions, is it strange that we should reap a 
crop of the same? Those who come from the south to attend school, 
are more irritable than those who live at the north. They seem w 
think it a disgrace, not to revenge an insult, and any Jittle thing is con- 
strued into an insult. Parents seldom correct^ save in a passion. Ar 
they were governed by physical force, they know no other method to 
secure the obedience of their children, but to make them fear the 
whip. They seem almost entirely ignorant of m<?rai ^otrcr. They do 
not seem to know that mind was designed to be moved by motive. 
Children have been taught to return blow for blow. A woman from 
the South, who came to send her daughter to school, said to her when 
about to separate, "Now, if you let any body whip you, except the 
man with whom you board, and your teacher, without fighting them, 
I will whip your skin off when you come home." What can we ex- 
pect when children are thus taught 1 And tohence did ihia mother derive 
her system of governmcrU arui imiriiciioii? 

There is a great want of confidence in each other. This presents a 
serious obstacle in the way of their improvement, and greatly aggra- 
vates their sufferings. I have known two or three evenings spent 
until 12 o'clock at night, in church meeting, settling some little trifiing 
affair that people in general would not notice. Their sympathies are 
dried up, conscience smothered, and the heart calloused. In short, 
the whole machinery of the soul, instead of presenting that beautiful 
symmetry and harmony which it originally exhibited, now presents 
the most frightful disorder and discord. 

This is but a faint picture of the condition into which the withering 
influence of slavery has brought this people: and these are a /etc of 
the obstacles with which we have had to contend. 
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE. 

Schools. — 0!ie of the present teachers has been employed la this 
field one year and six months, and the others nine months. Hence we 
cannot give a definite report of all that has been done since 1835, as 
we mean to testify only to what we have seen and known. 

Since January 1, 1836, five teachers have been employed a part, and 
four all the time. Some of the schools have been discontinued for 
several weeks during the past yefcr for want of suitable school rooms. 
At length, the education society fitted up an old house, but it is in a 
vBry unhealthy place and the rooms quite too small to accommodate 
those who wish to attend. Forty or fifty pupils are crowded into a 
room twenty-two by sixteen feet, and about seven feet high. 

In giving a report of ihe schools, we wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood that we are not giving an account of the same pupils that were 
spoken of in the report of 1835. Brother Wattles, who then taught the 
ficbool for boys and young men, visited the school now kept ior the 
same class, and out of seventy pupils, found only Jive that attended 
his school. This constant change of scholars is one of the most serious 
obstacles under which we labor. 

Many of the parents are poor, and unable to continue thoir children 
in school, consequently, they are sent on the rit?er, and "sxpostd (as all 
know) to the moit pernicious influences. 

About Ihree hundred schol&rB have been taught within the padt year, 
forty of whorn were from the south. Not more than one hundred 
and sixty, however, have attended in any one term. During the last 
quarter, one hundred and thirty-one have attended. 

It requires much more labor to teach the schools, than it would if 
the same pupils could be kept in school. 

In order to give an accurate account of the progress of the schools, 
we should have to give a separate report of each quarter. 

Report of A. D, Barber^ s School^ commencing January 1st, 1836, to 

April 1st, 1837. 



IstTerm, 


Whole No. 


Reading, 


Writing. 


Geography. 


Hsptory. 


Arithmetic. 


45 




16 


10 


5 


3 


16 


2d «* 


55 




40 


30 


8 


12 


18 


3d '* 


60 




50 


31 


8 


16 


30 


4th 


65 




50 


30 


Geo. k Hi.? 


, 20 


35 * 


5th " 


75 




50 


35 


o 


18 


35 


Nunibe 


Y of difTeront 


scholars, durin 


g this tlino 


, one hundred and 


fiixty-onc. 














As the 


other schools 


have 


fr(H:iuentl) 


changed t 


vnchcrs, 


we cannot 


f^ive so d 


efinite a i 


"eport. T 


he Bchool 


for young 


women 


was taught 


i'v Miss Matthews 


and 


Miss 


Lowe until July, : 


succeeded by •Miss 
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Rakostraw, (suljflequently Mrfi. Robinson) aiseifltftd, nucceseively, by 
Kmily Smith and FlortUa A, Wright. 

Report a$ follows: 
Scholars, Reading. Writing. Geo. Ac His. Grammar. Arithnietic 



l8t and 2d termp, not known. 

3d term, 60 40 30 20 « 25 

4th Se 40 28 20 9 28 

5th " 56 34 24 16 6 19 



Whole number of different pupile one hundred and sixty-one. 

The Infant School was taught by Mise Bishop until June, and suc- 
ceeded by Harriet Hunter, (formerly a pupil in Misa Matthews' school,) 
and aubeequeutly by Emoline McConnell, Florilla Wwght, and for the 
last term by Samuel Webster, a colored young man, educated by 
President McGuffey. 

Scholars. Read. W.ite. 

1st and 2d terms not known. 

3d term, 40 20 6 

4th " 40 20 5 

5th " 25 13 4 

Many facts might be fttaied relative to the progress of the pupils; 
a few, however, will serve as a specimen. 

One young woman learned hei letters in less than a dAy, and in six 
months could read in easy lessons with tolerable facility. Ten or 
twelve learned to write, quite legibly, in six weeks, and pursued theii 
studies at the same tii^ . 

One girl, fifteen or sixteen years of age, wrote a letter to hei 
mother within ten days after she first took her pen in hand to learn 
She found some difficulty, at ilrst, in making it readable, but soon a&y^ 
the diificuity consisted in not having her " words stand by iheni 
.selves." This she remedied, and succeeded in writing her letter with 
tolerable accuracy. Boys, seven or eight years of age, ha-"., in severa 
instances, learned their letters in two days, and speltjri »hree eyllablef 
and read in easy lessons by the close of the quartet. Several married 
people have attended school, and it ist affecting to see most then 
study. They seldom look off their books, except to hear F-^^n; - 
or explanations from their teacher. One man, about thisi.^'?-'*r^-r^*^ 
of age, came to school in the morning, and was asked if \ .. 
lesson, *• I don't know," w^as his reply, I studied r 7w 
it. I sot up last night and got -jp a great while before d'r- • , m--' 

One old woman -A^ould rii^v early, do a day's washin- / 

school in the afternoon.* And here we wish to be dini%;^ul^ x^t^^x 

* One teacher said I never knew a class succeed better in explaining the sumi 
in Colbnrn's Arithmetic, than one in the school for young women.'- 



Condilumof fJie Colored People in ('incinnalL 

fitood. Intolligent. men and innchorH from tho country have aasurod uh 
that. (Mir flcliolarH «ro rnoro forwrtrd tluiri tlioBo of tl^^^ country 8chiX)!s. 
GoJitlcmon, who attoinlnd tht; examination of the city echoola, after 
hearing a clasfi of colored boyB, declared that they passed a hatter 
examination than thofio of tho same age iu tho city schools. Yet we 
do not fiuppoHe that they learn any faster,, generally, than white chil- 
dren. We ^Ind idle, reckless scholars here, as well as iri other schools. 
For instance : t ne young woman said she did "not love to come to 
school, or to study. She camo only to please her mother.'* Her 
action? corroborated her statement, and her conduct Was such that she 
was expelled from the school. Tho same motives that influence other 
minds will influence theirs. One year ago, it was no uncommon 
thing to have two or three cases of quarreling in a week; now, I have 
not had that number for the last six months. During that time, not a 
case has occurred, except with scholars just entered the school. 
There is a manifest change in the disppsition of my pupils. When 
the white boys used to throw brick-hats and missiles at them, they 
returned the same. Now they have learned a more excellent way 
to'put down their enemies — the gospel misthod of loving them to deaih. 
This method, they find, succeeds much better than the former. Love 
has done what force could never do, Th-^ are very seldom mdleBted 
now, and when they are, they pay no atto Dn to it, ibut pass on. 

The following extract from a composition written by a boy thirteen 
years of age, (of his own accord) shows how they now feel about 
rendering evil for evil. 

" When we go to and Irom school, we ought not to play by the 
way nor throw stones in. the streets; we niiglil accidentally strike 
some persons and injure them very much, and then we might get into 
some difRculty. When the white boys try to raise a fuss with us, we 
ought to go along like wo do not hear nor see them, then they -svill 
get quite sick of doing such things." 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENSEID. 

From the 1st of January, 1836, to the 2st of November, our friends 
contributed $423 61 cents; and the Education Society paid for the 
same iiuiG $401 — mttking in all $824 61 cents. 

The schools in debt for expenses incurred the previous year, 
1836, ' $200 00 

Expenses for rent, fuel, &c. for 1836, 289 29 

Amount, 489 29 

This subtracted from the whole amount raised , ($824 6i,) leaves 
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$'J[>:i coiiu-; lor the. tcacbers, or about riuvt>ii dollars and a halt ])v\ 
montii lor each teacher to pa)i exptnises of board and clothing. 

Atx)Ui. the first of November, new arrengements were n.ade, b\ 
which she Education Society pledged thcnidelves to pay $600 for tiie 
support of t^chools for the ensuing year. In pursuance of this 
arrangement, the Education Society have paid the schools, from tho 
1st of November up to the 15th of April, 18r.V, $-218; and wo have 
eceived from friends, during the same time. $77 92, making $296 92. 
Rent, fuel, and other necessary expenses, $90, leaving $205 92, or 
six dallars eighty-six cents per month to each teacher for board and cloth- 
ing. This has been insufficient, and one of "ihc teachers has been 
under the necessity of inetructing in a white school, one hour per 
day, to keep clear of debt. 

The whole amount raised by the colored people for 1835, wan onl) 
$150. But on tho iirst of January, lo3G, they formed an Educat'^n 
Society, the object of which, as set forth in the constitution, " is the 
support of schools and the education of orphaijs and destitute chil- 
dren." ''Individuals of both aexes shall be admitted as members ol 
this society. The males by paying tho sum of one dollar, and the 
females by paying fifty cents." Besides this, each male member pays 
twenty-five cents per month, and each female twelve and a half cents, 
making three dollars a year for each male member, and one dollar and 
fifty cents for each female. 

An executive committee is appointed by the society to receive tui- 
tion in advance at two dollars per quarter, and give tickets of admis- 
sion. The whole amount raised by this sociiuy, from its formation up 
to the present time, (including tuition of scholars,) is $794 33. The 
huBiness has been conducted wholly by themselves, and with an ability 
and regularity that would do honor to any society. The society ia 
increasing in numbers, influence and usefulness. 

Besides supporting the schools, the people have erected a neat and 
rnmmodious church within the last year, and yet it is believed thev 
own more property than they did one year ago. There is more industry 
and less extreme poverty. It is one of the beet signs indicative of their 
elevation, to see them leaving the corrupting influences of the city and 
river, and engaging in agricultural and mechanical employments. 
Above twenty have purchased land in Mercer county. 

TEMPERAxNCE. 

The cause of temperance, we believe, has been sSowlv but gradually 
advancing. As the secretary has lent the constituuou of the society. 
T am not able to state definitely the number of members, but think 
there are about three hundrc' Lawyer Starr, after hearing the report 
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tor last year, said it was iho most iiUen^Eting report be had hoard dur- 
ing the year. This society forbids the vise of alt intoxicating drinks. 
vSome have broken their pledge, and will be expelled unless they 
reform. Several others who were habitual drunkards, are now sober, 
industriouri n)en. and provide well lor their familiert. 

A gendonian asked two colored men, the other mornings if they 
would not like to buy souie cheap spirits. ** No," was the reply ; 
" we would not seil it if you would give it to us and pay us ten per 
cent, for selling it." President McGuffey, in doiivering a temperance 
lecture to the colored people a few evenings Rincc, remarked^ that 
** during a residence of six months in the city, he had not seen a 
colored man intoxicated," 

MORAL REFORM. 

There was, and sdll is a great want of effort to promote moral purity. 
It is a wonder that the colored people are not much more hcentious 
than they are. Having been taught, at the south, that marriage is 
dwhonorable, and a breach of the seventh commandment praise-worthy 
— having been told thpy must always be '*a despised race^^' conse- 
quently, they have no character to lose — having been consigned, by 
pubH?. sentiment, to the libertine, as beastiB of prey. Nat, moke — 
having been shut out of all honorable employments, and thus deprived 
of means for making a virtuous living, ie it strange that the steps of 
many tak^ hold on death and hell? I know one man who is employed 
by libertines to decoy and draw from the paths of virtue colored 
females. I do not know as the colored people are more licentious 
than the whites : but if they are, is there not a cause 1 We rejoice to 
say thai the efforts made to promote moral purity, have been blessed 
beyond our most sanguine expectations. 

The following is an extract from the preamble and constitution of 
the Moral Reform Society, drawn up by 0. T. B. Nickcns, a colored 
man. 

*' Convinced that immorality has a peculiarly debasing tendency, 
exposing its victims lo all the evils that afflict human society, bringing 
upon theiu the odium and abhorrence of the intelligent, pious and 
virtuous, as well as the severe judgments of heaven ; therefore, > ^ 
agree to unite in a social combination, and we adopt and will be gov- 
erned by the following instrument as our constitution. 
"Art. 1. This associatio n shall be known as the Moral Reform So- 
ciety of the colored citizens of Ohio. 

"Art. 2. The object of the society shall be, the suppression of in- 
temperance, licentiousness, gambling, sabbath-breaking, blasphemy, 
and .'ill other vicen. 
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"Art, 3. Persons of both sexes shall become mambers by signing 
and pledging. themselv ^.s to conform to the principles of this constitu- 
tion, but shall not be recognised as members when they neglect or 
refuse to comply with its requisitions. 

**Art. 5. It. shall be the duty of tb'^ Executive — 1st. To strictly 
watch over the affairs of the society and members, admonishing them 
to maintain the true principles of morality and integrity. 2nd. To 
impress on the minds, as far as practicable, the importance of temper- 
ance, morality, virtue and industry. 3d. To urge upon parents the 
propriety of bringing up their children in conformity to the principles 
herein set forth. 4th. To admonish, discreetly, the youth among us, 
to refrain from imir.OiHl and vicious habits. 5 th. To use their utmost 
endeavors and influnnce to roll back the inundating current of depra- 
vity and misery, by breaking their fruitful fountaim,^^ 

The whole number which have joined Iho society since its formation, 
lb cne hundred and fifty-two. Seven have been expelled for breaking 
the second article. Monthly meetings have been hold, lectures deli- 
vered, and, we believe, great good effected. Five dollars were raised 
by the society to procure seven copies of the Advocate of Moral Re- 
form, lobe circulated among the members. 

The following is taken from the records of October 17tk. — 

** Rev. David Nickens, (the pastor of the colored Baptist church,) 
delivered an excellent fermon, discriminating between nominal and 
real morality. He conclu.^ed by proposing the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

** Retolvedf That the only firm basis on which the Moral Reform 
Society can stand securely, and effect the desired end, is the benign 
principles of religion,*- 

January 18, 1837. — The'following resolution was passed without a 
dissenting vote : 

Resolved t That 7e will treat the licentious of both sexes alike ; 
and while we use the moet vigorous efforts to reform aiiv who may 
have wandered from the path of virtue, we will not associate with 
either tex, until we have evidence of sincere repentance and abandon- 
ment of their sins. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

There are two very interesting sabbath schools under the care of 
their friends. For want of teacners, we hold one in the morning and 
the other in the afternoon. Above one hundred attend one school, 
and about sixty the other. Many more would attend if suitable 
teachers could be obtained. Sometimes there are thirty or forty scho- 
lars without a teacher. It is truly heart-rending to see these persons 
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come seeking instruction, and no one found tr teach thetn. One old 
!ady said, with tears in her eyes, " I want to learn to read, so that I 
can read those sweet promises in God's word." If any people need 
the coasolations afforded by the sweet pron\ises in the Holy Scriptures, 
it is this. Many tf them have children, husbands or wives, in 
slavery, and they would rejoice to hear that death had emancipaied 
them. A mother received a letter a short time since, containing an 
account of the death of a beloved child. **jB/c«# God," she exclaimed, 
" I prayed that he would take them all away." Many a eleepiesa right 
hoy this n>pther spent, in thinking of her children. Another woman 
received a letter from her mother, saying that one of her brothora bad 
been knocked down dead, and while he lay in the agonies of deftth, 
the master knocjced down another, and it was doubtful whether he 
would recover. She sa'd, I wish he had killed the other." As far 
I can judge from the language and appearance of those who have 
friends in slavery, they regard violent death aa one of the ^^iender mer- 
ciet of the tyitem." Do not periiona in such circumstances need the 
consolations of religion 1 

Truly, <• the harvest is plenteous, but the laborers are yetr." There 
have been several hopeful conversions during the year. Several of 
the barbers have closed their shops on the Sabbath. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

It is frequently said the intellectual faculties of the colored people 
are not equal to those of the whites. A single fact may, in part, 
account for this. Where colored children live out at service, they 
are seldom sent to Bchool more than two or three half days in the 
week. Now, if they do not learn as fast as the white children, who 
attend all the time, why forsooth, they must be inferior. 

"But they are such thievish, vicious creatures, there is no living 
with them." Well, because we occasionally see a polored man intox- 
icated, must we brand the whole with infamy and disgra,ce1 

A few months since, while on my way to visit a colored settlement 
in bhelby county, I heard a maa saying •* the blacks were so bad, and 
stole so there, they mmt be driven off." On arriving at the place, I 
was informed by Mr. Cardell (a trustee of the town) that they -^rere as 
good neighbors as any he had. Mr. Forshee, (a wortty member of iiie 
Methodist church) farther informed me, that there were more colored 
people than white in the neighborhood, yet within the last two years, 
six white men had been arrested for stealing, and only two blacks" — 
yet there was nothing said about the whites being vicious. We do not 
mean to insinuate by this, that the colored people are not vicious as 
well as the whites ; but we mean to give honor to whom honor is due. 
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ISor do we justify their continuance in sin. Far from. it. Light is 
breaking in upon them; and if they do not awake from their lethargy, 
and put away their abominationsj a fearful doom awaits Ihem! 

But the success attending the feeble efforts, already made by their 
friends to elevate them, shows most conclupively that they are not only 
made of *' one blood" vith ourselves, but that they are endowed with 
the same susceptibilities for mental and moral improvement. 

Allowing it to be a fact, then, that they are as vicious as their ene- 
mies represent theni — tohcU then? Why, evidently, our oppression 
HAS MADE THEM SO. Are they insolenti Not to thcir^rxend*. I have 
not received axi nsolent word from a colored man during my abode; in 
Cincinnati. Are they sabbath breakers i This is the only day the *lave 
has to earn for himself, or to visit his friends. Is it not natural for a 
child to walk in the way in which it was taught? Are ther thievjs! 
Tney have Deen robbed of iheir iirnty ihtlr ■wlvcuf ihr.li i,/'»J»t«» »Acir 
bodies and their souls, — then, why should they not lesm to steal ? A'-e 
they deceitful 1 The art of deception was the most prominent branch 
of their education. Are they passionate? Well, if ten degrees of 
prejudice and oppression have made them as ferocious as tigers, how 
many degrees of the same will it take to make them mild as lambt, 
and harmless as doves ? 

Mr. Picket remarks, in his address to the college of te^.chers, that 
** no convulsion in nature is so appalling, or so destructive, as that 
which springs from fiery human] passion." What, then, must be the 
character of that institution which cultivates, to the highest degree, 
the most muUs^nant passions ? Ho who kills a man inflicts a slight evil 
upon society, in comparison with "lim who makes his victim a mur- 
derer, and sends him forth to imbrue his hands in innocent blood. We 
wish those who think the evils oi ^slavery have been exaggerated, 
could see what we have seen, and tiiey would involuntarily exclaim, 
** the HALF never was told us !" Talk of exaggerating the horrors of 
the Spanish inquisition, or the bloody wars of Bonaparte; but talk not 
of exaggerating the evils of that which sunders what God has joined 
together"— changes love into hatred — confiding trust into consuming 
jealousy— -honesty into deceit — friends into enemies — destroys natural 
affection — transforms kindness into deadly revenge — puts out the eyes 
of the mind — palsies conscience — nerverts the judgmf^nt — renders the 
heart callous — converts the imacre of God into a nrowlinu- dfimon. and 
sends him forth to perpetrate his work of death upon the morals of 
society. 

if to walk amidst the wreck of matter be gloomy, whai in il to walk 
amidst the WRECK OF MIND? But language fails us, it can be seen 
in its true light, only in real life. 

In conclusion, we would say, — in view of the wants of this class ol 
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coniiiuiiity, ibr whom we toil and for whom we plead — in view of the 
Mi(rf ?s that has attended the efforts already made — in view of the hap- 
pin'bs to be derived from binding up the broken heart, and cheering 
the drooping spirit, — we hope the contribution box for the ensuing 
yeff will be large enough to receive men and women; that those, 
uh> with U8 can say, "silver and gold have we none," may present "a 
IJ7ING SACRIFICE." 



Kkpata. — In the List of Managers, on the lOth page, the name of 
:.1a:„es H. Shield, occurs :— -it should be James H. Shedd. 
\ On the 55th page, it is stated that Mr. Bushnell receives a salary of 
: $1400:— it should be $400. 



